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                        Friday 3rd September 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you have had a relaxing summer break, and your child is looking forward to another 
school year starting on Wednesday 8th September. 
 
The rules around Covid-19 in schools have changed, to ensure pupils have as much time 
learning in school as possible and to minimise the impact of people having to self-isolate.  
We have produced some useful documents that you can find on our website (Guidance for 
Parents and Children to promote and maintain safer working practice during Covid 19 and an 
updated Covid 19 Risk Assessment):http://stjohnsnewman.co.uk/conronavirus-information/ 
Please find the time to read these before we return.  
 
Here are some of the main changes: 
1. Under 18s no longer need to self-isolate if they are a close contact of someone with Covid-
19. They will only need to isolate if they are showing symptoms of Covid-19. They should 
instead take a PCR test to confirm they are negative. 
 
2. Face coverings are no longer recommended in school, but we would strongly recommend 
that these continue to be worn on dedicated school or public transport. Please note this means 
parents and carers are not expected to wear these on school grounds but may still do so if they 
wish.  
 
3. Children will no longer need to be in ‘bubbles,’ but the school may decide to keep some form 
of grouping of pupils. 
 
The Local Authority and Public Health England will keep monitoring all schools and offer 
support if Covid cases increase. For additional reassurance please see our risk assessment on 
the school website.  
 
We understand that some parents and children will be anxious about returning to school. We 
would encourage anyone to talk through these measures, and any school-specific ones, with 
your child’s school who will be able to reassure them about the measures being taken in 
school. 
 
The past 18 months have been tough for schools and pupils, and we hope to return to some 
sort of normality over the next school year. We must remember that Covid is still with us, and 
we must be vigilant and take sensible steps to keep Covid-19 levels low in schools.  
 
Please continue to do everything you can to help our school remain open and keep children 
learning by following the rules we have in place. Finally, I should like to remind you that we 
expect all children in full school uniform. A full list of the school uniform can be found at 
http://stjohnsnewman.co.uk/school-uniform/.  
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In addition, jewellery, including earrings are not permitted in school and Hair should be 
conventionally cut with no visible lines and should be an appropriate length (not shaven or less 
than grade 2) Shoulder length hair should be tied back at all times using a bow or bobble in the 
school colours (navy blue and white). Highlights/Lowlights, bleaching or colouring of any kind 
are not permitted. Small bows or hair bands may be worn but these must be in the school 
colours (blue and white).  
 
Over the Summer lots of work on the new build has taken place at the Gloucester Road site. A 
letter will be sent on Monday about drop offs and pick ups and the new routes around the 
school.  
 
In Mark’s Gospel this Sunday we shall hear how Jesus looked up to heaven and said, 
‘Ephphatha’ which means ‘Be Opened’. Let us pray that Jesus guides us and we are all open 
to the Gospel and continue to work together for the good of all. 
 
We are all looking forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend.  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Mrs Rigby 
Principal 

 
 


