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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
M R  D  M C K E N N A

Welcome to our end of term summer newsletter. After another uncertain and disjointed year, we approach the summer

with some hope that we might return to a more predictable and ‘normal’ situation in September. We have been informed

that we will be required to reintroduce mass testing for the first week of our return but otherwise we can begin to ease

some of the measures that were introduced over the past sixteen months. Details of this have been sent out recently by

Mr Johnson and I ask all parents and carers to read these before our return to school after the holiday. 

Despite the restrictions and control measures we have been able to find ways to still celebrate and enjoy the talents and

interests of our students and I hope this newsletter gives some insight into the variety of activities our students have been

involved in. They have been a huge credit to our community through these unusual times. The perseverance,

commitment, resilience and compassion shown by so many has been inspiring and I am truly proud to work within such

a positive and caring community. 

From sponsored walks and fun runs, to establishing links with schools in Japan and the Philippines, Bake-offs, concerts,

expeditions and holiday school, St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy is gradually emerging from the Pandemic and

finding ways to get back to its usual busy and varied ways. 

We have also said goodbye to students from our Year 11 and Year 13 this term after a very busy and demanding few weeks

of assessment. The students rose to this latest challenge magnificently throughout April and May and worked with

dedication and purpose throughout. They deserve to be successful and it was a joy to be able to celebrate finishing this

process with them in our Leavers’ celebrations. Once again, our Prom bookings were cancelled by the venues but we

found ways to ensure our students still had a memorable send off in school and we look forward to welcoming many of

our Year 11 students back to the sixth form in September. Details of the results days were also recently sent out by Mrs

Skinner. 

As we enter our final week we are praying across the school and the wider Newman Catholic Collegiate for Fr Julian Green

who celebrates his silver jubilee this week, we congratulate him on his 25 years of ministry since his ordination and wish

him well for many more.

I hope you enjoy reading the story of our summer term and as we approach the holiday I wish you the very best for a safe

and enjoyable summer. 

D McKenna

Principal

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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YEAR 7
C E R I N

As my time in Year 7 ends I remember and reflect on every opportunity and happy moment that has happened in

this academic year, I am also incredibly happy to know that I have done this in the presence of God.

Year 7 is a community who accepted everyone with warm welcomes. Ever since the beginning I knew that I was in an

excellent community who would be everything that our school beliefs are, for example ‘excellence is a habit.’

With my learning in the different areas of each subject I felt as if I could express myself through prior knowledge and

work both in the class and outside. Each subject was valued and it was represented throughout the school no matter

what faced us. Even when the lockdown came and we were apart we were still connected through our love for our

community.

As a Catholic myself I tried my best to get involved as much as I could with Faith in our school community. As a

Lasallian school, faith was always at the centre of what we did, 

The 5 core values always played a significant role in how we did things. 

We will always be a community who will keep on striving to achieve excellence because we are St. Margaret Ward

Catholic Academy.

YEAR 8
M I S S  L A N D E R

Well, Year 8, this year has gone by in a flash, it is hard to believe that in a few months’ time you will be returning as

Year 9’s. I have enjoyed, particularly over the last few weeks, spending some time watching the learning you have

been undertaking in your classes. I was pleased to see so many pupils entered the art competition. This was a national

competition to design a stamp to celebrate the heroes of the pandemic. Well done to everyone who submitted a

design and also to the Year 8 winners and those who were highly commended.

Also, the bake-off! Wow. What an incredible range of cakes everyone made. It was a terrible chore to sample all the

cakes… I was so impressed, especially as my cakes most certainly do not taste even nearly as good.

The fantastic PE department has been working their magic and it has been decided that a ‘Year 8 Fancy Dress Fun

Run’ will take place on Monday 12th July. I wish everyone the very best of luck and encouragement if (which really

means when) you compete in it. It will be an opportunity for us to raise money for the Father Hudson Charity, which

the school has committed to supporting. 

I am looking forward to the new academic year. Hopefully, we will be near to ‘normal’ in September and school life

will be back closer to what we enjoy most.

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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YEAR 10
A M E L I A

At the start of June, all of Year 10 were given the opportunity to take part in a reflective

retreat. The retreat day was really interesting and really enjoyable. We took part in

games and activities that helped us to learn a lot about hope and resilience. We were

involved in the retreat as though we were actually there at the St Cassian’s Retreat

Centre- it didn't feel like we were just at one end of a screen at all. The leaders from St

Cassian’s involved us really well and treated us as if we were there which made us feel

included and a part of it. We also took part in some reflections and some prayers and

overall had a really good time. Thank you to St Cassian’s for providing us with such an

enjoyable experience.
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YEAR 9
M R S  S A L T

Year 9 have been raising money for Father Hudson's Care by completing a fun run organised by our amazing PE department

and Mrs Poole. Farther Hudson's Care are the principal social care agency of the Catholic Archdiocese of Birmingham,

providing a range of services for people who are disadvantaged, marginalised or experiencing need. They work with people

from all walks of life, offering friendship, care and support. 

Our form representatives did an amazing job of promoting the run, encouraging participation and creating a real buzz

around it whilst discussing the importance of charity. The run took place after school on 30th June and was attended by 125

students from Year 9, many of whom opted to wear fancy dress. Lots of staff also supported this event by marshalling or

running the course themselves.

There was a fantastic atmosphere at the event and the students were all very good sports. There was an option to run the 2

km course 3 times which a large number did. The students were a credit to themselves, and it was fantastic to be able to do

something as a year group. The recommended entry fee was £2 and in total, they have raised £330. Well done year 9!

Alongside the run, there will be a raffle draw supported by the following local businesses: Burslem Golf Club, Stoke Ski

Centre, Steelite International, Bee Active, XP-VR, Energie Fitness and Peak Wildlife Park. This will be drawn during the last

week of the summer term.



YEAR 11
M R S  V A N  D E R  M I J L

At the end of last half term, we said goodbye to our Year 11 students. They had experienced a tough few weeks of continuous

classroom-based assessments, for which they worked incredibly hard. Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, we have

been unable to give them the traditional rite of passage that signifies the end of Key Stage 4– the prom! Therefore, we had to

give the year group a very different send off this year. Over two days, the year group came together and looked back on the

last five years with a show of friendship, camaraderie and celebration.

We started the events on Thursday 27th, with the traditional shirt signing. It was lovely to see all the students involved and

sharing the experience, all staff involved commented on how nice it was to be a part of it. This ambiance continued into

Friday 28th May when we encouraged Year 11 to come into school for their final day, “Dressed to Impress”, and impress us

they did! I’m sure you will agree from the pictures that they all looked absolutely stunning.

The aim was to give them the best final day possible and the Year 11 team stepped up to the challenge. The morning

consisted of time in form groups, mingling within their year zone and ample opportunity for photos with each other and

staff.

For the second part of the morning, we had our first whole year group gathering in the hall of the academic year! Mrs Poole

started us off with a poignant final liturgy, that the students actively took part in through readings and accompanying music.

We then moved on to our final celebration assembly which contained the traditional subject achievement awards, form

tutor awards, 100% attendance awards, and even some not-so-traditional ones from Mr Pearson! We had winners in the

categories of “Most likely to go into outer space”, “Most likely to be late on their first day of work”, to name just a few… Mr

McKenna also presented our final award, which was the inaugural “Pupils' Choice”- the Year 11 forms each chose someone

who they felt fully embodied the school motto of “Excellence is a habit” and the  winner was Yves from 11JDH.

At this point, we changed the atmosphere of the assembly to be a bit less formal and completely representative of the year

group. We had some fabulous videos; one where the staff parodied morning line ups which brought a lot of laughter and a

second, that contained photos all the way from Year 7 to the final days of Year 11 – we even managed to find their Year 7

school photos, taken on their first day with us back in September 2016! Miss Fallows did a brilliant job in creating these! We

also had a fantastic rendition of the Cee Lo Green song, “Forget You”, with adapted lyrics performed by Mr Haynes and some

impromptu dancing by the students and year team. 

Our Year 11 students set a fantastic example to lower school students and have been a credit to themselves and their

families. We have thoroughly enjoyed having them as part of our school community, they have been a unique, entertaining

and charismatic group during their time here at SMWCA. We have watched them grow and mature into young adults and

as a school community, we are sending them out into the world, incredibly proud of what they have become. 

Goodbye Year 11, school will not be the same without you!
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SIXTH FORM
M R S  R H O D E S

As ever, Sixth Form have been extremely busy accessing a range of exciting wider curriculum opportunities and we’re so

proud of their continued efforts. We have also recently enjoyed having many Year 11’s join us for a range of intriguing transition

workshops, in the hope of becoming new Trinity Sixth Formers in September…..thank you for joining us, we thoroughly enjoyed

your company and look forward to enrolling you.

Here are a few special mentions of those continuing to go above and beyond this term:

Well done to Joyce (Year 12), who has recently enjoyed volunteering at a local Covid-19 vaccination centre – keep up your hard

work and thank you for helping to keep us all safe!

We also hope that Gladys is enjoying her current virtual experience placement with ‘Tech The Future’ where she will listen to

and participate in a range of discussions linked to numerous global businesses. 

Maryam, Lloyd and Maryam have all recently completed virtual work experience with GlaxoSmithKline; you continue to

impress us with such dedication towards your medical aspirations.

Diana is also to be commended for securing a place on a prestigious work assignment through the Speakers to Schools

Scheme. She is due to complete 5 days of work experience with architects Hawkins Brown, and is the first student from St

Margaret Ward to have been accepted on the scheme this year.

We’re also extremely proud of Millie, who has worked extremely hard to find some hospital work experience;  she is due to

commence volunteering alongside an orthopaedic doctor over the summer, in preparation for the career in healthcare she is

destined for. 

A budding group of volunteers including: Georgia, Alisha, Hazifa, James, Leah, Frasier, Hannah and Amber are all looking

forward to assisting with the St Margaret Ward Summer School. This will involve preparing and supporting a range of activities

for a large number of children from the local area – we look forward to hearing all about how much you enjoy this! 

With the English Speaking Board (ESB) exam on the horizon, we have received many insightful projects spanning an array of

topics from Feminism and Racism, to Mythology and Medical Research - we can’t wait until presentation day; we’re sure you’ll

smash it! 

We’d also like to mention Lloyd, who had the opportunity to ask Declan Rice a live-streamed question following the England

vs. Germany game…..

You can catch him here, at 13:18: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk . Well done Lloyd, we hope your special

touch will help bring it home!

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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Despite the disruption of this year, many Year 12

students have excelled in their recent mock exams,

filling us, and themselves, with confidence as they

begin their UCAS application journey. 

And finally, as we say goodbye to our Year 13 Leavers, we

wish you every success in all that you do. Your 6th Form

journey has certainly been a tough one but we know

that with your resilience, dedication and (for the few of

you who attended our ‘Cooking on a Budget’

Workshop) your new found culinary expertise, you’ll be

well set for fulfilling, exciting and wholesome futures.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTM-kiAXcRk


YEAR 13 LEAVERS' WALK
M R S  R H O D E S

With a cancelled prom and a lack of certainty about their next steps, following a year of 

hardship for all A-Level students across the country, many of our 13 Leavers wanted to give 

something back. So, they signed up for a 10 mile sponsored walk, to support a charity of 

their choice. 

 

 Due to the relevance of the charity and also consequent to the recent passing of Year 10 student, Joseph Wakefield, to a

very aggressive form of cancer, Year 13 chose to support the Teenage Cancer Trust (TCT). The Teenage Cancer Trust are the

only UK charity devoted to providing the specialist nursing care required by teenage cancer patients. 

 

Therefore, on their final day of St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy, a group of determined sixth formers, with three

members of staff, left site via the minibus for the very last time. They then walked from Aston Marina, in Stone, all the way to

Trentham, alongside the canal, through the woods, via farmers’ fields and across Barlaston Downs, including many exciting

stops on route such as a picnic and stop-off at Barlaston Milk Barn. The group were extremely supportive of each other,

passing many motivating and entertaining comments; whilst raising a fabulous total of £461.00! 

 

We are immensely proud of their efforts and wish the entire year group every success for bright and fulfilling futures

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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THE JOSEPH WAKEFIELD
MEMORIAL GARDEN
M R S  F A R R E R

Loyal and dedicated friends of brave student and ardent Port Vale supporter,

Joseph Wakefield, decided they would like to create a garden in his memory.

They wanted to have a peaceful space to watch and see the continuous growth

of plants and trees to provide a permanent reminder of Joseph amongst our

school community.

Year 10 student Joseph, heartbreakingly lost his battle with cancer on the 12th

December 2020, having withstood numerous operations and chemotherapy

since his initial diagnosis in March 2019.

We were delighted to welcome Joseph back to school on the 5th October 2020

and the smile he wore along with his uniform is what I see when I think of him.

Staff and students who taught and or knew Joseph, have their own special

memories of this talented and unassuming young man who loved sport,

motorcycles and computer games among many other things and so it is fitting

to have this lasting memorial for him.

Under the guidance of our Site Manager Mr Paul Birkin, George, Callum, Charlie,

Wiktor and Bobby, began work during the Easter holidays, clearing the area and

preparing the ground. 

A couple of other students, Gabriel, Camden and Kai have since joined the core

group of friends every Monday and Wednesday after school.

It has been wonderful to watch the hard work, energy and enthusiasm as these

young men carry out this labour of love for their friend.

The pictures show how the garden is coming along and the boys and ourselves

have been overwhelmed by the generosity of local businesses who have

provided top soil, manure, fence posts, flags as well as giving advice about the

choice of plants, flowers and trees.

The garden will include a bench along with a plaque and a rose bush named

‘Joseph’, donated by his parents John and Karen and his sister Evie, which will

take pride of place.

The creation of the garden has allowed staff and students to feel Joseph’s

presence and along with a new trophy purchased from funds raised, that will be

presented at our annual Prize Night, we will make sure he will remain an

important part of our community.

Evie, George, Callum, Charles and Madi along with some of their parents, took

part in a sponsored walk, ‘The Peak District Challenge 2021’ on 3rd July, to raise

money for Young Lives vs Cancer.

 Unfortunately, after months of training, Evie, George and Madi were unable to

complete the challenge because they needed to isolate but they will be

completing their miles at a later date.

 The team, “Joe’s Army” (see below), completed this amazing feat in six hours in a

mixture of pouring rain and then warm sunshine around Bakewell and Buxton.

Joe’s Dad, John, said it was a difficult walk with lots of steep sections, proving the

dedication and commitment to this challenge. Already the total raised stands at

£3,069.

If you would like to donate, please use the following link 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/joesarmy

We give thanks to God for Joseph.



FOUNDER'S DAY
M R S  P O O L E

May 15th is the Feast day of the founder of Lasallian schools, St

Jean Baptiste De La Salle. To commemorate this special day for

the Lasallian community SMWCA celebrated Founder’s Day on

Friday 14th May. Founder’s Day got off to a great start with a short

reflection in form time, which explained the importance of our

Lasallian heritage but also the fact that we are a part of a great

Lasallian network of education settings across the world. Did you

know that there are Lasallian schools and educational centres in

81 countries and that over one million pupils are educated at De

La Salle schools across the world? As part of our celebrations, we

were all given treats. Pupils all had lollipops, with a short quote 

VODAFONE DIGITAL
CREATORS' CHALLENGE -
REGIONAL WINNERS!
M I S S  F A L L O W S

The Vodafone Digital Creators' Challenge asked groups of

students to design an app that can benefit a community. All

of our Year 10 IT students entered this competition. A Y10

group consisting of Charlotte, Neha, Luke, Liam and Georgia

designed an app that would benefit our school community.

The judges were so impressed with their entry that they were

selected as regional winners and were invited to represent the

school and our region in the national finals. Unfortunately,

due to COVID-19 related issues, the national final did not go

ahead. However, the group worked incredibly hard and

represented the school very well. In this photo, they are shown

in May 2021 with their prizes from Vodafone. Well done, team! 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

from St Jean Baptiste De La Salle to contemplate as they ate them and the staff had scones, jam and cream at break time.

The best part of the day, though, had to be the giving of Founder’s Day cards. Everyone in our community received two

Founder’s Day cards to write to someone else in school, thanking them for their support throughout the year. It was a lovely

way to show our appreciation and celebrate Founder’s Day at the same time!
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MODEL UNITED NATIONS,
COMING IN SEPTEMBER...
M R S  Y A T E S

SMWCA is excited to announce the formation of a Model

United Nations Club! This club will provide students with the

unique opportunity to learn about and engage with complex

geopolitical issues from the perspective of national leaders. See

Mrs Yates for more details.



GAME OF OUR OWN
M I S S  S C H U L T Z

Supported by Barclays, this is a programme that supports girls to be empowered to lead football-

related activities for others. Girls adopt the role of a football activator, where they choose to take on a

delivery or a marketing role in their school to help deliver football. 

Our Year 9 students have been busily working hard to provide a fun activity club for Years 7 and 8

students, starting in September. They have been training every week to learn how to deliver sessions

and how to successfully promote their club.

On Friday 2nd July, they enjoyed the opportunity to present their ideas to Inline skating world

champion Jenna Downing who asked them about their sessions and what they had planned for the

short term and long term future of their club and what success and barriers they had overcome in

their setting up of the projects.

All girls received hoodies and t-shirts which they will be wearing in their sessions as well as goodie

bags to help them in their endeavours. 

As well as this, SMWCA has now been chosen as a case study school for their hard work and

dedication to the programme.

Well done to everyone involved and we look forward to seeing you in action next year.

LINKS WITH JAPAN
M R  P E A R S O N

Pictured here are the ten Y9 students who have formed a link with a School in

Tokyo, Japan. Students have produced PowerPoints on SMW, Stoke-on-Trent

and their thoughts on the Olympic Games. Well done to everybody who has

taken part and thank you to The British School, Tokyo for collaborating with us.

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

CHESTER UNIVERSITY DANCE
WORKSHOPS
M R S  P A G E

Last month saw Y10 GCSE Dancers and Y12 BTEC Performing Arts students take part in a

fantastic virtual dance workshop with Chester University Dance students. Our students were

invited to experience an online original screendance production ‘Zen & Now’, a virtual dance

workshop, and Q&A with BA Hons Dance students. 

It was amazing to have the feeling of going to the theatre again (even if it was just in the

dance studio with the lights down low!) and our dance students loved the opportunity to be

inspired by the 2nd year Chester University students’ work. Indie - Y12 BTEC Performing Arts

student said, “Having the opportunity to take part in the workshop with Chester University

students was one of the most exciting projects I've been able to take part in!”, “Taking part in

the workshop with Chester University was an amazing opportunity, especially getting to

learn some of the choreography from their piece ‘Zen & Now’. The students were extremely

nice and gave us feedback as to what we did well” - Destiny Y12 BTEC Performing Arts

student.

The 2nd Year University students performed their performance piece and then led our

students through an exciting and challenging dance workshop, where they learnt repertoire

from the piece and virtually performed alongside our students. Afterwards, the students took

part in a Q&A session where they discussed university life, the challenges, the joys and how

best to look into applying. Both Y10 and Y12 dancers found the Q&A really exciting as it made

them think about future pathways that they could take!
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https://www1.chester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/dance


DANCEXCHANGE
M R S  P A G E

Yr10 GCSE Dance students have welcomed Dance Artist in

Residence from the DanceXchange, Birmingham Hippodrome

– Effie Ward, to work with them over several weeks in class to

create a dance performance piece based on the idea of nature

and the natural environment. Effie is working with students,

teaching them a contemporary dance piece and giving

students an idea of what the CAT scheme might be like. The

performance will be filmed and shared virtually by Mrs Page. 

All Y10 GCSE Dance students have been invited to audition to

join the CAT scheme that runs at DanceXchange at the

Birmingham Hippodrome. St Margaret Ward has had previous

students who have successfully auditioned and joined the

scheme.

The Centre for Advanced Training for South Asian and

Contemporary Dance (CAT scheme) is funded by the

Department of Education Music and Dance Scheme, it is led by

DanceXchange in partnership with Sampad South Asian Arts

and Heritage. Successful students have the opportunity to work

with artists and companies from the UK and beyond through

weekly Sunday classes. The CAT is championed by a broad

network of dance tutors, community dance leaders, and

teachers from around the country, who play a vital role in

signposting their talented students to the programme and

supporting their ongoing development.

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

The aim of the CAT programme is to nurture and develop confident, highly skilled, creative and adaptable dance artists,

with exceptional dance techniques, who are well prepared for the rigours of professional dance training and future careers

in dance.

Throughout the year, students will train in four core areas:

· Technical Skills

· Choreographic Development

· Performance Enhancement

· Dance Industry Knowledge, with a focus on professional training options

Y10 have thoroughly enjoyed their sessions with Effie, they have found them challenging but interesting and inspiring, and

have begun to develop a fantastic dance piece – we can’t wait to share it soon!

If any dance student at St Margaret Ward would like to be considered for the CAT scheme (Y10 or other years), please speak

to Mrs Page.
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THIS GIRL CAN
M I S S  S C H U L T Z

Year 7 girls participated in a “This girl can” day on 28th June.

The idea of the day was to promote sporting activity opportunities

both in and out of school, have fun and try new sports which they

may not have had the opportunity to do before.

This Girl Can is a celebration of active women everywhere; it features

everyday women and girls who have overcome their fears of being

judged and found their own way of being physically active. Recent

research by Sport England has found that two million fewer women

in England regularly work out compared to men. This Girl Can is a

campaign that aims to reduce that gap and inspire women to be

more physically active. Led by Sport England, This Girl Can is the first

campaign of its kind to feature women of all shapes, sizes and

sporting abilities. It seeks to tell the real story of women who exercise

and play sport by using images that are the complete opposite of the

idealised and stylised images of women we are used to seeing.

The day started with an opening ceremony led by Miss Schultz. The

girls learnt what the This Girl Can campaign was all about and had

messages from Ex England Cricketer Lydia Greenway, Karen Hauer

from Strictly Come Dancing, Kirsty Hanson from Manchester United

and Scotland Forward and Double Olympic Champion Hon Col Dame

Kelly Holmes who opened the ceremony after her message.

The girls then took part in the following sessions: Cricket run by

Staffordshire Cricket Club, Rugby run by Longton Rugby club, Boxing

run by Moss Side Boxing, Frisbee golf and volleyball run by ASM and

Netball run by SMWCA.

The girls had a fantastic day and all received wristbands and

certificates for their hard work and dedication during the day.
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YEAR 7 MONSTER
KICKABOUT
M R  J O N E S

On Friday 2nd July, Mr Jones’ Year 7 PE group had a

fantastic opportunity to showcase their amazing

football talents and SMWCA on Nike’s social media

pages, through The Monster Kickabout with Sports

Direct. The afternoon started with the group

performing a range of football skills such as step-overs,

Ronaldo chops and Cruyff turns as well as many others.

The boys then had the opportunity to score wonder

goals against each other, followed by their most

creative celebration taking inspiration from their

favourite footballers. We finished off the afternoon with

the group playing 7v7 matches where they showed

their excellent skill and teamwork to produce some

outstanding and entertaining football.

LEEK TOWN DEVILS
Leek Town Devils FC are looking for Year 8 and Year 9 girls who wish to play football outside of school. They play in the

Staffordshire Girls’ League but train in the Burslem ST6 area on Tuesday evenings, between 6-7pm. They play on a Saturday

morning and home games are in Leek with away games being played all over Staffordshire. Each child receives a new kit,

tracksuit hoodie, winter jacket and light weight jacket as well as a bag. 

For more info contact Stuart on 07961026395

READING SUCCESS
M R S  M I L L S  /  M I S S  B A R N E T T

Year 7 are taking part in the Stoke It Up! reading

challenge, in which Secondary Schools across the

city are aiming to collectively read 1 billion words

before the end of the year. At the last count SMW

had contributed a fantastic 51,555,984 words to

the running total. We have two more weeks until

the final count, will the Year 7s of Stoke hit their

astronomical target?

YEAR 10 SPOKEN
LANGUAGE TEST SUCCESS
M S  G O U L D

Throughout the final two weeks of June, all Year 10 students

completed their GCSE English Language Speaking tests. Every

student was required to research, write, rehearse and perform

a presentation lasting 2-5 minutes on a topic of their choice.

They also had to answer questions on the spot from the

assessor.

Our students rose to the challenge and produced some

fascinating presentations on a wide range of topics, including

motorsport, Japanese animation, misophonia, fishing and the

NHS. Thirty-five students achieved a distinction: the highest

grade possible!

A huge thank you to Mr Drinnan, who was responsible for

organising the tests, and a massive well done to all of our Year

10 students.
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DE LA SALLE LINK
M R  P E A R S O N  A N D  M I S S  B L A K E M O R E

The PE Department has formed an exciting link with

De la Salle Santiago Zobel (DLSZ) School in Manila,

Philippines. We will be collaborating on a project to

raise awareness of cultures in different Lasallian schools

through the vehicle of sport. Students will be sharing

experiences of school life, sport and culture in two

completely contrasting cities, 7000 miles apart!

14 students will be chosen to compete against DLSZ

students in sporting challenges. They will also be asked

to produce presentations on themselves, SMWCA and

Stoke-on-Trent.

The project will initially run until Christmas, at which

point, we will review and hopefully invite more

departments to come on board. 

This is the first time that a UK school has used the

power of sport and Physical Education to link with a

Lasallian school in the Philippines. We are so excited to

be taking part in this project and both schools are

determined to make it work.

Pictured here, are members of both schools at the

initial video meeting. 

BAKE OFF
M R S  S H A R P

On Wednesday, 19th of May, eighteen Year 7 students brought their own ingredients

into school and baked their cake bases ready to be taken home for decoration. They

returned the following day with the completed cake. Many staff arrived to our Food

technology classroom throughout the day and tasted them and each of these judges

competed a "yuk to yum" score sheet with the cake being judged on taste,

presentation, texture and creativity.

The Year 8 bake off took place on Wednesday the 26th of May and was in the same

format as the Year 7. Eleven students attended the competition.

Staff were amazed at the standard of baking and decoration for both year groups.

Each student who attended the events have been awarded an engraved spoon with

their name on it and the winners of each category presented with an acrylic

personalised trophy made by the department. Well done.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH WITH A
DIFFERENCE
M R S  W H I N C U P

This term, our Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh participants have undertaken a

series of activities both in school and out of school to prepare them for

the expedition section of the award.  Over the weekend of the 19th and

20th of June, 13 of the pupils completed their “expedition with a

difference”. As with a great deal of the “new normal”, this expedition was

unlike those of years gone by, as camping was not allowed and the routes

had to be in our local area. Despite this, the pupils embraced the

challenge as they put on their packs and, in two groups, navigated their

way around the areas of Greenway Bank Country Park on Saturday and

Deep Hayes Country Park on Sunday.

On both days the pupils had to be self-sufficient and use a map and

compass to follow a pre-planned route whilst also collecting evidence to

complete an aim set for them. Along the way they were quizzed by their

supervisors and the assessor on their navigation and knowledge. 

On the Saturday, they also had to cook a hot meal on the camp stoves,

eat their meal and wash up. Once they had satisfied their assessors that

they had met the requirements for the day, they were debriefed and sent

home. They arrived bright and early next morning for another day of

walking with more demanding terrain to put their navigation skills to the

test. And this is the day they met the “killer cows”!! (That story is best told

by the students.) After another debriefing session with the assessor they

were judged to have met the 20 conditions required for this section and

left exhausted and exhilarated.

All the participants have shown incredible resilience and positivity;

universally seizing the opportunity and creating adventure despite the

limitations placed on them by COVID. They have all achieved beyond

what we might have hoped and expected. We are so very proud of their

accomplishment and very much look forward to continuing their

adventure with Silver and Gold in the coming years. 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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MUSIC
M I S S  H A Y E S ,  M R S  S M I T H  A N D  M I S S  H O M E R

When schools closed in March 2020, life changed

completely, and all rehearsals and extra-curricular

activities suddenly stopped. People around the world

soon began creating virtual performances and I took

part in a number of them. I posted the links on our

social media pages and was asked by students when

we were doing one! The thought of doing one scared

me, as I didn’t have a clue where to start but as the

pressure mounted, I decided to bite the bullet and

downloaded the trial version of Final Cut Pro.

YouTube videos didn’t really help but a chance

encounter with a friend led to an online lesson with

another friend and former student, who taught me

how to use the software. 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

During lockdown, we created many virtual performances featuring our Orchestra, Jazz Orchestra, String Ensemble, Flute Choir

and Choir. Creating the performances took hours and days of work from inputting the scores into Sibelius, to creating the audio

files to record to, to the hours of video editing, and you also have the issue of storage! However, the final videos made it all

worthwhile.

By October we were able to have year group bubble rehearsals after-school, and to be honest, it was just amazing to play

together again. These were stopped in November during the second lockdown, but we were able to resume these after Easter.

As a department, we decided to create a Virtual Christmas Concert which we then followed with an Easter Concert, and we are

currently planning our Summer Concert. At some point I did think that we wouldn’t still be performing in this way by now, but

that was definitely wishful thinking. Currently, our musicians are recording their individual parts at home which we will then

piece together, and we have also invited musicians from our Partner Primary Schools to take part. We’re thoroughly enjoying our

year group bubble rehearsals but can’t wait to rehearse together again and hopefully we’ll be able to have a normal Christmas

Concert this year, which will be our first school concert since December 2019.

A huge thank you and well done to all of our musicians this year, you continue to amaze us with your commitment, dedication

and musicianship, here’s to normal concerts in the future!

DRAMA
M S  O ' N E I L L

Ms O’Neil would like to share how proud she is

of our Year 7 and  Year 8 students who have

participated in the afterschool Drama club.

Year 7 students have explored scripted work

and slapstick while Year 8 students have been

bringing to life a range of Shakespeare scripts,

including the Witches scene from Macbeth. 
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ROYAL MAIL ART COMPETITION
M I S S  T E R R Y  A N D  M I S S  L E E S E

Last half term, students in Years 7 and 8 created some fantastic designs for the Royal Mail

Lockdown Heroes Stamp Design competition. The competition aims to honour the people

who have worked tirelessly throughout the coronavirus lockdown. There are countless

frontline workers, keyworkers and volunteers who have continued to work tirelessly to keep

the country moving who deserve to be recognised. Students were asked to create a stamp

design that depicts their 'Lockdown Hero/Heroes'. Schools across the whole country have

taken part. From all of the entries 8 designs will be chosen to be printed on to the stamps

and the winners will receive a big prize as well as money for their school. Her Majesty the

Queen will be approving the winning designs and 120 area runners up will also receive a

prize. The competition has highlighted the talent that exists in our school and the Art

Department will be awarding some prizes for the best designs from each year group. Well

done to everyone who entered. We have our fingers crossed for a national winner!

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

SIXTH FORM ART EXHIBITION
M I S S  T E R R Y  A N D  M I S S  L E E S E

This term is always filled with mixed emotions as we say farewell to our students

in Year 13 and wish them well for the next stage of their lives. The Art department,

in particular, would like to express how proud we are of our Year 13 art students.

They have endured a very strange couple of years and have worked so hard to

produce some outstanding pieces of work, all whilst navigating the new realms

of remote learning. The quality of the work they have produced shows us how

resilient and independent they have become. We had hoped to have an

exhibition, but frustratingly, the current situation means we cannot. Mr

Cartwright and Miss Terry worked their magic to put together a virtual exhibition

video that showcases their outstanding art work. 

The exhibition also shows work they have produced for Stoke 2000, which is a

public art event that will be displayed across the city this summer. It will consist

of hundreds of beautifully painted bottle kilns made from salvaged wood. The

project aims to celebrate the diversity and heritage of the city.

The Art department would like to wish our Year 13 art students the very best for

their future. We are very proud to be able to announce that two of our students

will be going to university to study Animation and Fine Art, whilst another

student will be going to art college to study her art foundation course in

September. We are also very excited for another one of our art students who will

be studying Fashion Marketing in Paris! We wish them all the very best for their

futures.
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TRANSITION
M R S  M U N D E N

St Margaret Ward Catholic Academy has been working in collaboration with The Hubb Foundation, The Hygiene Bank and

The Port Vale Foundation throughout the Covid-19 pandemic to provide support for our children and their families. 

Our work with The Hubb Foundation has continued to grow from strength to strength. Projects have included Easter and

Christmas themed holiday activity packs for over 250 families and a five-day Easter Camp. During the Easter Camp, children

were involved in twenty different practical sessions, including a study of the Gospels of Matthew, Luke and John, and a

discussion about the importance of Eastertide. Other sessions included creating an Ancient Greek tapestry and a Positivity

Rocks session where we discussed how to maintain a positive mindset and then designed our own positive rocks. Children

thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and asked for longer days!

The Staffordshire branch of The Hygiene Bank, have shown a real commitment to our school community and have helped us

to ensure that no child has been without toiletries or cleaning products throughout the pandemic. In addition to this, The

Hygiene Bank recently donated 1400 bottles of hand sanitiser and 4000 face masks.

We feel very grateful to be at the heart of a nurturing, inclusive network of local community groups and charities who are

committed to delivering the five core Lasallian values. We are now busy planning our Summer School and will endeavour to

continue to ensure that no one is left out or behind. 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

A Year 7 student baking

during the Easter Camp.

Year 8 students with some

of the items donated by

The Hygiene Bank.

A group of Year 8 students

with their positive rocks

which they created in the

Positivity Rocks session

Year 7 students playing

football, co-ordinated by

The Port Vale Foundation

throughout the Easter

holidays.

ARK WEEK
S A S H A  -  Y E A R  9

On the 24th June it was National RSE Day. We had a whole school reflection where we considered our relationships with

others and how we can become the best version of ourselves. During this reflection, ARK week was launched for the

following week. It challenged the whole school to complete Acts of Random Kindness throughout the week to help

improve our relationships with others and to just be better people.

ARK week helped to focus on different Acts of Random Kindness throughout the week. It also helped to show that they cost

nothing and can be used easily every day, even without realising it. By doing Acts of Random Kindness you get a good

feeling and make the world a better place. By doing ARK week it helps us to learn how to be more like the SMW way. 
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LASALLIAN AWARDS 2021
H A S S E T T  -  Y E A R  7

Being in a De La Salle community, I was given the opportunity

to take part in an international competition, which helped

enhance and raise my awareness about the 5 core Lasallian

values. The Lasallian values are Faith in the Presence of God,

Inclusive Community, Concern for the poor and Social Justice,

Respect for all persons and Quality Education. Using the

Lasallian values, I had to complete either 1, 3 or 5 of the 7

activities provided for each value. If one activity was completed

from each value then you were entitled to a bronze award, if

three activities were completed from each value you could be

awarded a silver award and if five activities were completed

then you could be awarded the gold award.

I decided to work towards the silver award and the activities

were challenging, so whichever activity I completed I was

learning something new. A few of the many 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
M R  B A I L E Y - R I G B Y

This term has been a busy one in MFL.  Our Year 6 students are celebrating a fabulous year of French with Language

Graduations.  They’ll be receiving certificates, key rings and ingredients to bake their own pain au chocolat! Miam miam! 

In Year 8, students enjoyed some fabulous German taster lessons in preparation for choosing their preferred language going

into Year 9.   There was a real enthusiasm for picking up a brand new language - we were all so impressed! 

Our Year 9 German students absolutely smashed their summer term speaking assessments, showing real progress and

amazing fluency! While in Year 10, some students began to participate in a French masterclasses - we listened to some recent

French Eurovision entries and gave opinions on them, and are now looking at some other French-speaking artists.  

Over in Year 12, one of our amazing students, Georgia informed me that she had now reached a Duolingo streak of 867 days of

learning French - what an absolutely incredible streak of language learning! Can any of our other students beat these over the

next few years? Your challenge starts now! Let us know in the department how you get on and we’ll give you a shout out next

time. Bonnes vacances!

activities I enjoyed doing were: to create a job description of a perfect disciple, to write an acrostic poem of what an inclusive

community should be and to create a leaflet for an alien who arrives on planet earth explaining how they should behave. All

these activities caused me to reflect on my own actions towards people and towards our planet.

After completing three tasks from each value, I was finally submitted into the competition. During the award ceremony, people

from countries like Malta were giving speeches about their thoughts towards the Lasallian values, the importance of the values

and why we should understand their purpose. Even though I didn't win any prizes, the knowledge I gained was immense. I

learnt about laws in the UK, history which has affected modern society, saints and what they’ve done for us and how we can

help our planet.

The whole experience was challenging but fascinating. I was driven to be awarded but I was learning something new along the

way. Competitions like this one make you consider your behaviour to others, and what you could do to help others. St John

Baptist De La Salle wants the Lasallian values to be valued and remembered. No matter what year they were made they should

still be considered because the Lasallian values can bring the community together and the Lasallian award helps to

understand its importance.
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SIXTH FORM VIRTUAL 
WORK EXPERIENCE
M R S  P A G E

We are very pleased to announce that Diana in Y12, has beaten off great competition to successfully gain a virtual work

experience placement at architects and planners Hawkins Brown, through our new Speakers for Schools work experience

scheme.

Diana has commented, "For the longest time I had a vehement feeling that architecture would hold just the right

combination of my core values to sustain my interest in the long run; so far I've only been proven right but I still have much to

explore within the field. I saw my opportunity to learn more on a week’s worth of virtual work experience with the online

brand ‘Speakers for Schools’ in a time where face to face contact was not and still isn’t strongly advised. I applied for the

programme with the firm hope that I would be accepted and be able to see it through. Shortly after applying, I found out

that I was accepted, I’m immensely grateful that I was chosen and thrilled for the near future! During this time, I will gain

insight into how the architecture industry works and begin to familiarise myself with the skills necessary to achieve my

ambitions."

The fantastic 5-day virtual programme starts in July and will be led by a selection of staff from different teams across the

company. The programme consists of talks and activities with each day focusing on a different theme such as architectural

drawing, sustainability and materials and volume and scale.

Throughout this placement students will gain experience in the following areas:

· Design and spatial thinking

· Running an architecture business

· Sustainability

· Routes into the profession

Through talks and tasks, students will come away with a broad range of transferable skills that will assist them in a future

career in architectural practice or the wider construction industry. We are very proud of Diana and look forward to hearing all

about it soon! 

We are encouraging all Y10, 11, 12 and 13 students to explore and apply for the virtual work experience placements available by

logging onto the virtual work experience platform at ‘Speakers for Schools’ at Experience > Sign In (s4snextgen.org)

If you need any support with applying for virtual placements please see Mrs Page or send me a message on Teams.

INSTITUTE OF GROCERY
DISTRIBUTION CAREERS
TALK
M R S  P A G E

Students in Y10 and Y12 were treated to a virtual careers

afternoon on Thursday 25th March through IGD, with leading

industry professionals from companies such as Cadburys,

Tesco and Coca-Cola for a really informative dive into the

grocery industry – looking into job roles from manufacturing

to marketing and beyond. Students explored what skills

were needed to work in that industry sector, what the big

brands expect from their employees, how the food we buy

gets on the shelves, how to get into the industry and what

graduate schemes they offer. The students joined an online

seminar to learn from the experts in the food and grocery

industry. Students found it really interesting and it made

them think about job opportunities that could be open to

them. 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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STEM
M I S S  R Y A N

During British Science week, many of our pupils got involved in our competition to design an innovative robot. A number of

them chose to take their project a little further and complete a Bronze CREST Award. They worked extremely hard and had

some absolutely amazing ideas. This week, their hard work paid off and they were awarded with their CREST Award

certificates! 

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.

We have also been looking at STEM careers in Sports and how STEM careers played a huge part in the recovery of the

double leg amputee car racing champion, Billy Monger.

If you love sports but are not sure about competing

professionally, then maybe you could consider some of the

exciting STEM careers in sports, such as: 

A physiotherapist – treating or preventing injuries.

A nutritionist – offering nutritional support to athletes.

A sports engineer -designing sports equipment and facilities 

A sports psychologist – helping athletes stay mentally healthy.

A materials scientist – testing material for sports equipment

and clothing.

Sports Statistician - gather and analyse information on sports

performances.

Keep your eyes peeled for some exciting STEM activities over

the coming months!

Y7:  Hafsah, Aminah, Shyanne and Cerin.

Y10: Justin and Ibrar. (pictured), and Charlie,

Shannah and Anika

Y9: Sophie-Mae and Kacey.

Y8: Angela, Maria and Isabel.
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A Prayer  for  Endings  and Beginnings

THE TIME IS ALWAYS RIPE TO DO RIGHT.
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As I am leaving St Margaret Ward this summer, 20 years after I arrived in September 2001, I am looking back on the

many changes the school has seen, the numerous experiences that have been shared and the great number of people

whom I have encountered along the way. What has stayed the same is the school’s focus: “Let us remember we are in

the presence of God”, which has sustained all contributing to life at St Margaret Ward and with that in mind I would like

to offer…

 After this year in which we learnt more about computers, MS Teams, virtual lessons, chat functions, on-line parents’

evenings, phone check-ins, home learning, bubbles, zones, emojis and staying in touch without being in each others’

presence, we thank You Lord that your presence has not changed and that You have sustained us with Your power, care

and love throughout this time. We thank You for all the hard work and dedication of those who have helped us to cope

with our lives with COVID and pray that we can continue to stay safe and healthy and adapt to the new normal

knowing that we need to do this for ourselves and even more so for each other.

We are thankful for gardens, parks, walks, fresh air, family, friends, chance meetings, neighbours, charity and charities,

sport, hobbies, relaxation, on-line church and prayers and pray that we can take the best from our “close to home” lives

into the wider world and live the mission that You have given us by being a sign of Your love shared in Your son, Jesus

Christ and by acknowledging Your presence in our lives in the way that we treat all in our community and the wider

society.

We give thanks for all the successes we celebrated here at school and the joy brought by the success and fruitful lives of

our former students and staff. We remember those who have experienced loss, illness or death and pray that Your

presence gives them courage and strength to cope with their situation and find fulfilment in their changed

circumstances and that they do not loose sight of being loved by You always. 

We thank You for having a plan for each one of us and pray that you give us the power to take on the new challenges,

always remembering “… we are in the presence of God.”

Amen.

Yours in Gratitude,

Ms Henninger


