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Dear Parent 
 
Re: Walley's Quarry 
 
There have been longstanding problems with odour in the Walley's Quarry area, which 
have been much worse over the last few months. Air quality monitoring in the area has 
detected elevated levels of hydrogen sulphide. On two days in March 2021 these were 
recorded above World Health Organisation levels at which there may be health effects. 
 
Staffordshire County Council has taken expert advice from Public Health England about 
the potential impact on health which is that: 
 

a. Any direct health effects from hydrogen sulphide or other pollutants are likely to be 
temporary, and might include irritation to the eyes and airways. At the levels 
recorded it is very unlikely that the pollutants will cause long term health problems.   

b. The smell itself may cause nausea and dizziness. This can be very distressing for 
residents, although again it will be temporary, most likely at times when the smell 
is worst, and will not cause long term health problems. 

c. The smell may also disturb sleep and lead to anxiety and other mental health 
issues. Because the situation is long standing this is a significant concern. 

 
Any residents who experience symptoms are advised to seek advice from a health 
professional: either NHS 111, a pharmacist or their GP. 
 
The Environment Agency is responsible for enforcement at the site and is working with 
the operator to ensure that a range of works are completed to try and reduce the smell. 
These include 'capping' of the site and gas management systems. We hope that these 
will improve the situation in the next few weeks. 
 
Air quality monitoring is ongoing including four fixed stations around the site as well as 
mobile units in local households. The Environment Agency report weekly on whether 
hydrogen sulphide has exceeded World Health Organisation levels, and monthly on 
levels of all pollutants. 
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Staffordshire County Council is working with Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council and 
the NHS locally to try and quantify the impact on health. This is important as it could 
inform future enforcement action. 
 
Children are advised to continue to attend school as normal. Their education is extremely 
important and we want to minimise any disruption, especially after a year of the Covid 
pandemic. 
 
Kind regards 
 

       
  
Helen Riley       Richard Harling MBE 
Deputy Chief Executive and   Director for Health and Care 
Director for Families and Communities   
 
   
 
 


