
 
 

General Class Information 
Miss Walker will support the classroom throughout the day, focusing 

on particular children as and when they require assistance. 
 

Reading 
Please ensure your child reads at least three times a week. We have a 

class library available for all Year Five pupils, as well our generously 
stocked school library which is available for children to request books 
from. Accelerated Reader recommends that children should read for 
30 minutes per day for maximum progress, from a range of texts that 

interest and excite them. 
 

Homework and Spellings 
Each week children receive ten spellings that focus on a particular 

area of the spelling curriculum. These are then tested on Wednesdays 
using a dictation sentence method. It is recommended that children 
practice their spellings at least three times a week, including putting 

the words into complete sentences.  
Homework is set on a Thursday and due in the following Wednesday, 
and will cover a wide variety of topics and subjects. Homework should 

be completed independently by the child, though adults that show 
support and encouragement during homework will definitely improve 

your child’s engagement. 
 

We also recommend that children practice their mathematics skills 
using TimesTable RockStars as frequently as possible, as these 
multiplication facts are key to many 

other areas of maths lessons. 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
Mr Wiggs 
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The world around us 

 



WELCOME BACK  
 

Values and Virtues 
This term our values and virtues are attentive and discerning. We 
encourage children to be attentive to the world around them, and the way 
in which our lives interact with other’s. We have faith in ourselves, and are 
discerning in the choices we make, and how they influence the people 
around us. We are aware and care for our friends and families, and look 
for ways to help our communities, and we always maintain a growth 
mindset attitude in respect to our learning. 
 
Religious Education 
In RE this half term, children will be gaining a deeper awareness of how to 
season of Lent is key to the catholic liturgical calendar. We will look at the 
story of Jesus’ temptation in the desert, how Lent is a season of 
repentance and forgiveness, and how we live as God’s children through 
our actions, thoughts and words. 
 
English  
Our focus this half term is to explore various forms of non-fiction, including 
biographies, diaries, persuasive arguments, and understanding how the 
world has changed through contemporary fiction from other cultures 
around the world.  
We will also complete an independent writing and reading exercise which 
will allow us to learn to read aloud confidently from our own composition. 
 
We are also continuing to improve our writing in general, looking at how 
word selection, phrases and sentences can be improved through clarity 
and cohesion. 
 
Our class reading book this half term is Don Brown’s One Giant Leap and 
Beverley Naidoo’s Journey to Jo’burg. 
 
Maths 
This half term we will continue our work on fractions and decimal 
numbers, ensure our learning about short multiplication and division is 
secure, and learn about measuring angles of shapes using a protractor. 
Towards the end of the term we will move on to learning how to draw, 
translate and reflect shapes on a coordinate grid, and how to calculate 
changing coordinates. 

 
 

Science 
This half term we will be investigating different forces that act upon the 
world around us, including magnets, gravity, air and water resistance, 
surface friction, and the mechanical usage of levers, gears, and pulleys. 
 
 
P.E. 
This half-term, Year 5 will be exploring how their bodies move in dance 
lessons, which focus on a variety of major muscle groups, as well as 
careful coordination and synchronisation within teams. We will also be 
exploring a range of exercise routines in our unit on Health Related 
Fitness. 
Our PE days are Monday and Friday, and children should come to 
school in their PE uniform on those days. 
Footwear must be trainers or plimsoles, school shoes are not 
appropriate for physical activity lessons.  
 
 
Art and Design 
During this half term we will be comparing how different artists 
throughout the ages have sought to capture the world around us. We 
will summarize how landscape art can be identified and what elements it 
consists of, and we shall then create our own individual pieces of 
artwork, utilising a range of different artistic techniques, including pencil 
sketches, charcoal, photography, and paint. 
 
 
Geography 
To complement our topic this half term, the children will be conducting a 
comparison study between England and Mexico. By looking at the 
similarities and differences of these two countries, children will gain a 
deeper understanding of how human lives can influenced physical 
geography, yet the reverse is also true. 
 
 


