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Dear Parents and Carers,  

This half term all of the staff have been blown away by the children’s response to remote 
learning. Every week they have got better and better and are working very hard. We are very 
proud of the attendance in the online learning and the work that is being submitted. A huge 
thank you to all family members who have supported the children at home during this time. We 
know it is not an easy task and your support has been invaluable. 

 

We hope you all enjoy a well-earned rest over the half term. Please remember to stay within 
your family bubbles. We have had some comments from children about families and friends 
meeting up outside of their bubbles and having sleepovers. The staff in school are working 
extremely hard to ensure we can remain open to children of critical workers and vulnerable 
children and I do not want the staff or children in school to be put at any further risk if people 
are not following the lockdown rules. Please remember that you still need to follow all the 
lockdown guidance and I have enclosed a copy a poster with this letter to support you. 

 

It is most important that if you do develop any of the below symptoms that you arrange to get 
tested. 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do 
not need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than 
usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

Just a reminder that during half term we will still continue to support the government with track 
and trace. If any child, who has attended school prior to the half-term break receives a positive 
test for COVID-19 on any date, I ask that you inform the school by email 
(office@stjohnskidsgrove.org.uk). This will enable us to identify any contacts.  Please rest 
assured we are very hopeful that we will not need to do this.  

 

Thank you 

Thank you to you all for your support and for all of the positive messages for the staff via 
phone, email and the parent questionnaire. I know you will all agree and join me in thanking all 
of the staff for their hard work in providing a remote education for children at both home and at 
school over the past 6 weeks. They are a true credit to St. John’s.   
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Lent 

During half term we will celebrate Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. I have attached the 
“Walk with Me” calendar for lent for you to look at as a family at home. Our Fundraising for this 
term will be for Father Hudson’s. Thank you to everyone who has donated for “Wacky on the 
Web” today via Scopay. You can still donate via your account. There will be more fundraising 
events after half term. Finally, on behalf of St Chad’s Cathedral we would like to invite the 
whole school community to join us in marking the start of the Lenten season through a live 
streamed Mass on Ash Wednesday. The Mass will be streamed in the morning of Wednesday 
17th February so please visit their website for more information and to view the Mass 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk . 

 

After half term 

Over half term we have contractors on site to set up ready to start the new build at Gloucester 
Road. This is a very exciting time for us! However it does mean that after half term the prayer 
garden will be out of use. There will be a new one system in school. Please follow the arrows 
and keep to the correct side for the direction you are going. Please walk down the pavement to 
enter the school and back up the driveway to exit. Just a reminder that all adults must wear 
face coverings (unless exempt) if they come onto school grounds.  

 

Finally on a sad note, this half term we say goodbye to Mrs Stonier, one of our wonderful Year 
3 teachers. Mrs Stonier has worked at St. John’s for the past 22 years and has dedicated a 
huge amount of her time to the children at St. John’s. I know you will all join me in thanking Mrs 
Stonier for all of her hard work in teaching so many children and families and we wish her well 
in her future career. She will be a loss to the teaching team here at St. John’s. We will welcome 
Mrs Stonier back into school when we are able to give her the send-off she quite rightly 
deserves.   

 

The teaching arrangements we currently have in place will remain for the rest of the academic 
year. We are very pleased to say that Mr Wiggs will remain as the full time Year 5 teacher and 
Mr Turner will teach 2 days alongside Mrs Halstead in Year 3.  

 

I wish you a wonderful half term break, stay safe and hopefully we will all be back together in 
school very soon.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs H Rigby 
Principal 
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