
General Class Information 
Mrs Halstead and Mrs Stonier share the teaching commitment over the week and are both in school 

each Wednesday. Miss Bourne supports the class for areas of leaning during our morning sessions 
each day and Mrs Shaw works with small groups in focus groups during the afternoons. Miss Hancock 

and Mr Sigley will teach the children each Wednesday afternoon. 
 

Reading diaries 

Please ensure that your child reads at least three times a week. This needs to be recorded in their 
Home/School reading diaries. It’s widely recommended for children of all ages to read between 15 

and 30 minutes per day for maximum progress. We are passionate within school about developing a 

love of reading and encourage the children to bring in and read their own books from home (as well 
as a scheme book from school if appropriate). 

 

Homework , Spellings and Times Tables 
Last half term, we trialled using our 5-a-Day homework routine and were so pleased with how inde-

pendent the children have become. This will continue daily now on the run up to Christmas.  
Spellings will be given each week ready for the following week’s spelling test and there will be a weekly 

times table focus to practise at home. This half term, children who do not do their homework, reading 
or spelling practise, will be asked to attend the Wednesday Lunchtime Homework Club during which 

time they can complete missed work.  
Well done to all those children who have tried out the Times Tables Rock Stars online resource. Please 

ask if your child has had trouble getting started. It really is a brilliant resource! 
  . 

Uniform and Equipment 

During the approaching cooler months, ALL children should come to school wearing full school uni-
form, including black school shoes and their school ties. At this time of year particularly, each child 

needs a warm coat (preferably with a hood) and are encouraged to wrap up with a hat, scarf and 
gloves. We only have meagre cloakroom facilities and many of the children have already experienced 

the loss of an item such as a jumper or coat. They will have to work extra hard to look after their own 
belongings, but it definitely helps if all items have name labels. Water bottles are actively encouraged 

in class but they should be the sports cap style to avoid spillage and should contain water (not 

squash, please). 
 

Here at St John the Evangelist’s, we value our working relationship with you. Although we will no long-
er be available at the start of the day, if you would like to speak with a member of staff, then please 

make an appointment via the school office on 01782 987200. 
 

Kind regards, and many thanks for your continued support, 

Mrs Halstead and Mrs Stonier 
and Miss Bourne 

 
 

Year 3 

Autumn 2nd Half Term 2020 
Teachers: Mrs Halstead, Mrs Stonier  

and Miss Bourne 

Light and Shadows - 
‘A single sunbeam is enough to drive away 

many shadows.’ - Saint Francis of Assisi 

 



Well done, Year 3, for working so hard at our KS2 site! 
 

Despite the unusual circumstances and challenging times, what a super start to the year we’ve had! 
Although we are working really hard, we are enjoying our experiences and trying our hardest to work as 

a team and be kind to each other. Below is a brief outline of what we will be learning in each subject 
during the second part of our Autumn Term: 

 
Catholic Life Values and Virtues 

This half term our values and virtues theme is being Intentional and Prophetic.  
 In Year 3, we will endeavour to be a community which is intentional in its way of proceeding to build-up 

quality of life; and which is prophetic in the way it offers an alternative vision of education and the hu-
man person rooted in the gospel.  

Religious Education 

In RE this term, children will be exploring more about what it means to be close to God. They will learn 
more about the special time in the liturgical year; Advent. Of course, this term sees us learn more about 

the Christmas Story and reflect on the message of love, hope and faith. Children will have the oppor-
tunity to lead parts of Collective Worship and Class-based liturgy. We will also be learning more about 

our class Saint, St Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa). 
English  

During our Guided Reading sessions, we will work hard to complete ’Matilda’.  In English lessons, we will 
look at non-fiction genres including information and instruction texts.  We will also look at the conven-

tions of dialogue (speech) within narrative and concentrate especially on the tricky punctuation. 
Writing - to continue to link ideas with conjunctions. 

Reading - to develop an absolute LOVE of reading :)  

Handwriting—to make ascenders and descenders clear and to use a consistently cursive style. 
Maths 

In maths, we will be concentrating on Multiplication and Division. Within this unit, we will use a range of 
contexts for multiplying and dividing.  Of course, we will also be having some fun with Christmas maths, 

shape and puzzles on the run up to the holidays. We will continue to use Early Work sessions during morn-
ing registration time to practise number bonds and multiplication facts.  

  
Our class target in mathematics is to learn our times tables up to 10 x 10 off by heart and start to more 

easily recognise related facts. (So if I know that 5 x 3 = 15, I also know that 15 ÷ 3 =5). It is essential that 
the children practise their multiplication tables and division facts for so much of the Year 3 content re-

lies upon times tables knowledge. Children will be tested regularly on specific times tables.  Well done to 
the children who are using the Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) online resource. It’s AWESOME!!!!! If your 

child has had trouble accessing this, please let us know and we’ll help as much as we can. It is really 

important that Y3 children are building their confidence with this quick-fire format in preparation for 
their KS2 test next year. Your child will have his/her own , personalised TTRS login details and should be 

practising regularly. They can access the website using a range of electronic devices. If you haven’t al-
ready, please give it a try. It’s a fun, mind-boggling activity for us grown-ups too! 

Science 
This half-term, we will be  learning all about Light and shadows. We will   

Investigate how light travels and how shadows are created. The children will also explore how the 
light we see is actually a spectrum of colours. 

 
P.E 

This half-term, Year 3 will be developing their key fitness skills each Tuesday. Additionally, our 
Wednesday PE sessions will be led by Mr Sigley. Last half term, our class were brilliantly prepared 

with their kits. Thank you for your support with this. Please continue to ensure children come to 
school in the correct PE kit for both indoor and outdoor lessons. Even though it’s approaching Win-

ter, we will try to make use of outdoor facilities whenever we can. Long hair must be tied back and 
tights should be replaced with socks. It is very important for children to bring their school water 

bottles in on their PE days (Tues  and Wed) as they often get really thirsty after exercise.  

 
Art, Design and Technology  

Children will be building on from last half term’s themes and will use a range of media to recreate 
early artwork as well as more modern forms of outdoor artwork.  Children will continue to unpick 

design briefs and consider how their creations are ‘fit for purpose’. 
 

History 
This half term the children will be  focusing on the concept of ‘Change’ as we follow the journey 

through time from the Stone Age to the Bronze and Iron Ages. We hope that the children will em-
brace the opportunities offered to them.   

 

MFL 
The children will learn and practise their conversational French vocabulary. They will have the oppor-

tunity to learn vocabulary and rhymes in French as well as practising the written French language. 
The will also be designing their own Christmas cards with the ‘Joyeux Noël’ message. 

 
Music 

In Year 3, we still miss singing as a class and hope for this to resume as soon as guidelines allow. 
Music will continue to be taught by Mrs Amison this half term in weekly lessons. We will be building 

our knowledge of the octave scale and perform as a class using a range of instruments. Before half 
term, we started to read simple forms of notation and performed tunes with ‘BoomWhackers’. We 

will be building upon these skills. Of course, Christmas music will feature somewhere in our Year 3 
curriculum. How could it not? 

 

PSHE  
This term’s focus is ‘Celebrating Difference’. Not only will we be looking closely at our talents, but we 

will be looking to others with a willingness to celebrate things we have in common and things that 
make us unique. We will also start to look at the Islamic faith. 


