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          Friday 28th August 2020   

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
We hope you are looking forward to sending your children back to school as much as we are looking 
forward to welcoming them on Wednesday 2nd September. 
 
The evidence has become more comprehensive and now proves that the risk of spreading the virus in 
primary schools is extremely low. Despite this, as you know, we are implementing many new measures 
in order to mitigate any risks of spreading coronavirus.  We feel very confident that these measures will 
ensure that the environment is as safe as possible.   
 
You can see the approach we are taking to ensure all our staff and children are safe on our website 
http://stjohnsnewman.co.uk/conronavirus-information/ 
 
It is essential that you read the Guidance for Parents Document and our risk assessment. Also, you 
will see there is a new home school agreement. We expect all pupils to bring a signed copy of 
this agreement into school.  
 
Parents have a key role in keeping our school safe. To support this, I am asking that only one parent or 
carer brings your child to school so we can keep the numbers of adults on site to a minimum. As 
tempting as it may be, we ask that you all adhere to social distancing and stay 2 metres away from other 
children, parents and staff in school. It is very important that we all have a safe passage into school. On 
school please keep left and follow the arrows. There is a one way system in operation at the KS2 site. 
Wherever possible I ask you to walk to school. Only parents or someone in your support bubble should 
bring and collect your child from school.  
 
I urge you not to gather outside the school gates as the risk of spreading the virus is more likely 
between adult to adult. We expect all adults in and around school to adhere to social distancing.  
For further information from the government, please visit gov.uk/backtoschool 
 
As we have stated before, places at our wrap around care will be limited. It is essential that you have 
booked and paid for places well in advance to ensure you have secured the provision. The office will not 
be able to issue a place to anyone on the day or anyone who has an unsettled debt on their scopay 
account. We will have no provision to look after children who have not been collected and so urge you 
to arrive and collect on time. It is important that you do not come early or late. The start and end time for 
all classes in the Guidance for Parents Document along with the door your child will enter and leave the 
school from.  
 
A reminder that as we start back in September, we are unable to use the minibus to transport the 
breakfast and care club to the KS2 site due to Government restrictions in keeping the classes socially 
distanced. Therefore we will be having a walking bus, the KS2 children will walk to the KS2 site in the 
morning and to the KS1 site in the afternoon, accompanied by a number of staff. If it is a wet day please 
send your child to breakfast club in clothes that may get wet and they can change in their uniforms when 
they arrive at school.  
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The government has now issued an update on guidance for face coverings and I understand that the 
media stories might be confusing for you.  To clarify, the government guidance is clear in that it states 
that Public Health England does not (based on current evidence) recommend the use of face coverings 
in schools unless the school is in a lockdown area.  In any circumstances (including a local lockdown) it 
also clarifies that children under the age of 11 should not wear face coverings.  This is because children 
are more likely to touch their faces more regularly due to wearing a mask or, indeed, wear the mask 
incorrectly.  Therefore, the risk of spreading the virus is actually increased with young children wearing 
face coverings. 
 
Staff will not wear face coverings in school unless there are particular health issues or if they are 
working on a close 1:1 basis with a pupil. Your children may see some visitors wearing coverings.  
 
Resources in school 
Lunch boxes can be brought into school but must be taken home on a daily basis. The school kitchen 
will be providing hot meals and these can be ordered in the usual way during the register. There will be 
no snack available during morning break, please send your child into school with a healthy snack (eg. a 
piece of fruit).   
 
Your child will be given a reading diary, this can be brought into school each day. Please sign your 
child’s diary once they have read at home at least 3 times a week. Children will have the opportunity to 
change books on a Monday and a Thursday. All books that are changed will be put into a box in the 
classroom for 72 hours and then cleaned and returned for use.  
 
All children will be given their own stationery and these are just for your child to use. For children in KS1 
and KS2 please can you send in a clear pencil case (or any pencil case if you already have one) and we 
will label with your child’s name and we will provide the stationery for them to use. If your child has 
bought their own stationery (KS2 only) these can be brought into school but can only be used by your 
child.   
 
On the day/days that your child’s class has PE they will need to come to school in their school uniform 
PE kits. Navy jogging bottoms may be worn in inclement weather. Further information on PE days will 
be sent home next week. Please do not send PE kits into school, keep at home ready for your child to 
wear on their PE day. 
 
We are very confident that our school environment is safe and we cannot wait to see the pupils and staff 
altogether again next Wednesday (2nd September)!  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs H Rigby  
Principal 

 
  


