
Saint Stephen

Stephen’s Origins
Saint Stephen was born around the beginning of the Christian era. The name 
Stephen means ‘crown’. You may see pictures of Saint Stephen with stones 
around his head.  

Stephen as a Deacon
After Jesus died, the apostles found that some of the people in the community 
needed extra help. The apostles decided to ask seven more people to help. Stephen 
was chosen as one of these helpers (called a deacon). He was chosen because he 
was known to be trustworthy and wise.  

Stephen and His Enemies
Saint Stephen was an excellent preacher and many people who listened to him 
became followers of Jesus. Sadly, some people disliked Stephen. These people 
became his enemies and decided to invent stories about him. They asked others 
to lie about Stephen, saying that he had spoken unkindly about God; saying 
insulting things about religious people or things is called blasphemy.

Stephen’s Death
Stephen was taken to trial, being accused of blasphemy. He was stoned to death 
and is known as a martyr because he died for his religious beliefs. 
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Questions
1. How could you identify a picture of Saint Stephen?  

 

2. What does the name Stephen mean?  

 

3. When was Saint Stephen born? 

 

4. What helped Stephen to be chosen as a deacon?  

 

5. Find and copy one word that means to speak unkindly of another religion. 

 

6. How did Saint Stephen die? 

 

7. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?   
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Answers
1. How could you identify a picture of Saint Stephen? 

Saint Stephen is often drawn with stones around his head.

2. What does the name Stephen mean? 
The name Stephen means ‘crown’.

3. When was Saint Stephen born? 
Saint Stephen was born around the time of Jesus.

4. What helped Stephen to be chosen as a deacon?  
Stephen was trustworthy and wise.

5. Find and copy one word that means to speak unkindly of another religion? 
Blasphemy.

6. How did Saint Stephen die? 
Stephen was stoned to death.

7. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?   
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. I think Stephen would have felt frustrated when he was 
accused of blasphemy because he was trying to help people but was being accused of 
telling lies.
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Saint Stephen

Saint Stephen was born around the beginning of the Christian era. The name 
Stephen originates from the Greek word for ‘crown’. You may see pictures of 
Saint Stephen with stones arranged in a circle around his head to represent the 
way in which he died. 

After Jesus died, the apostles found that some of the members of the community 
needed more help than they could give them. The apostles decided to ask seven 
more people to help. These people became deacons. Stephen was selected as an 
archdeacon because he was known to be trustworthy and wise and was also the 
eldest of those chosen.

Saint Stephen was an excellent preacher and many people who listened to him 
became followers of Jesus. However, some people were not happy about how 
successful Saint Stephen was in his role and deliberately tried to affect his work.  
These people became enemies of Stephen and decided to invent stories in order 
to criticise him. They asked others to lie about Stephen, saying that he had 
spoken unkindly about God and Moses; saying insulting things about religious 
people or things is called blasphemy.

Stephen was later accused of blasphemy and placed on trial. He was stoned to 
death and is now known as a martyr because he died for his religious beliefs. 
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Questions
1. Give one way in which you may be able to identify a picture of Saint Stephen.  

  

2. When was Saint Stephen born?  

  

3. What helped Stephen to be chosen as a deacon?  

  

 

4. In your own words, describe the challenges Stephen faced when he was a deacon. 

  

  

 

5. Find and copy one word that means to speak unkindly of another religion. 

 

6. What is the definition of the word martyr? 

  

 

7. How did Saint Stephen die?  

 

8. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?   
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Answers
1. Give one way in which you may be able to identify a picture of Saint Stephen. 

Saint Stephen is often drawn with stones around his head.

2. When was Saint Stephen born? 
Saint Stephen was born around the time of Jesus.

3. What helped Stephen to be chosen as a deacon?  
Stephen was chosen as a deacon because he was trustworthy and wise.

4. In your own words, describe the challenges Stephen faced when he was a deacon.  
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. Stephen suffered persecution from his enemies who 
encouraged other people to say untrue things about Stephen. This led to Stephen being 
put on trial for blasphemy and stoned to death.

5. Find and copy one word that means to speak unkindly of another religion. 
Blasphemy.

6. What is the definition of the word martyr? 
A martyr is someone who dies for their religious beliefs.

7. How did Saint Stephen die? 
Saint Stephen was stoned to death.

8. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?     
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. I think Stephen would have felt frustrated when he was 
accused of blasphemy because he was trying to help people but was being accused of 
telling lies.
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Saint Stephen

Saint Stephen was born around the beginning of the Christian calendar.  The 
name Stephen derives from the Greek word ‘stephanos’, meaning ‘crown’.  You 
may see pictures of Saint Stephen with stones encircling his head to symbolise 
the way in which he died.  

After Jesus died, the apostles were made aware that some of the community 
were not being looked after as well as they could be.  The apostles decided to 
ordain seven deacons to ensure that everyone’s needs were being met.  Stephen 
was appointed as one of these deacons, and, being the eldest, he was made the 
archdeacon.  Stephen was chosen because he was known to be trustworthy and 
wise.  

Saint Stephen was an excellent preacher and many people who listened to him 
became followers of Jesus.  Unfortunately, some people were not happy about 
how successful Saint Stephen was in his role.  These people became enemies of 
Stephen and decided to try to sabotage his work by inventing false stories about 
him. Stephen’s enemies debated with him in order to collect evidence that they 
could use to persecute him. They asked others to lie about Stephen, saying that 
he had spoken unkindly about God and Moses; saying insulting things about 
religious people or things is called blasphemy.

Stephen was accused of blasphemy and had to face trial.  He was executed by 
being stoned to death and is now known as a martyr because he died for his 
religious beliefs. Saint Stephen is the patron saint of deacons.   
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Questions
1. Give one way in which you may be able to identify a picture of Saint Stephen.  

 

2. Why did the apostles decide to ordain deacons?  

   

    

3. Why do you think Stephen’s characteristics resulted in him being chosen as a deacon? 

   

    

 

 

4. Describe what blasphemy is. 

 

5.   In your own words, describe the challenges Stephen faced when he was a deacon.  

    

 

 

6. What is the definition of the word martyr? 

   

    

7. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?   

  

  

 

8. Why do you think Stephen has remained an important figure in the Christian Church? 

Explain your answer.    

     

   

  

Saint Stephen

visit twinkl.scotPage 2 of 2



Answers
1. Give one way in which you may be able to identify a picture of Saint Stephen. 

Saint Stephen is often drawn with stones around his head.

2. Why did the apostles decide to ordain deacons? 
Some members of the community needed more help than the apostles could give them.

3. Why do you think Stephen’s characteristics resulted in him being chosen as a deacon?  
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. Stephen was trustworthy and wise which meant that he was 
chosen as a deacon because he would have the knowledge and the caring nature needed 
to help people in his community.

4. Describe what blasphemy is. 
Blasphemy is speaking unkindly about religious people or things.

5. In your own words describe the challenges Stephen faced when he was a deacon. 
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. Stephen suffered persecution from his enemies who 
encouraged other people to say untrue things about him. This led to Stephen being put 
on trial for blasphemy and stoned to death.

6. What is the definition of the word martyr? 
A martyr is someone who dies for their religious beliefs.

7. How do you think Saint Stephen felt when he was being accused of blasphemy?   
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. I think Stephen would have felt frustrated when he was 
accused of blasphemy because he was trying to help people but was being accused of 
telling lies.

8. Why do you think Stephen has remained an important figure in the Christian Church? 
Explain your answer. 
Pupils’ own responses, e.g. I think Stephen is still an important figure in the Christian 
Church because he was a dedicated Christian and so set an example for people today 
who want to be as committed in their beliefs as he was.

Saint Stephen

visit twinkl.scot


