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Dear Year 1,   
 
I am really looking forward to being your teacher in September. Over the next few weeks, 
I will be sharing with you some of the things we will be doing in September. 
 
The first task we have as a class is to pick our class saint, someone who will guide us 
throughout the school year. We want to celebrate the lives of the saints and take 
guidance from how they lived their lives to make Christ known to all. 
 
Have a look at the two saints below and read the information about each saint. Once you 
have done this, decide which saint you would like to vote for. 
 
Please send your votes to reception-fs2@stjohnskidsgrove.org.uk or phone the school on 
01782 987200 by Friday 3rd July. 
 

1. Saint Patrick 

 

Saint day: 17th March 

 

Saint Patrick was born in Wales, in the late 4th century. 

His real name was Maewyn Succat.When he was 16, he was captured from a 

beach by raiders and sold as a slave to an Irish farmer in County Antrim.  

The farmer’s name was Milchu.  

Patrick had to mind sheep and pigs, on a hill called Sliabh Mis and he wasn’t 

treated very well.  

Patrick was often so hungry that he had to eat the animals’ food.  

Patrick had a very lonely life and spent most of his time praying.  

One night, Patrick heard a voice in a dream. It was God. 

He told Patrick to leave the mountain and to go to the harbour in County Waterford, 

where there would be a boat waiting for him to bring him home.  

Patrick trusted the voice so he set off on his journey.  

Patrick escaped from Ireland and got back to Wales.  

 

Patrick always thought about his life as a slave in Ireland and he continued to pray 

to God.  

Patrick knew what he wanted to do with his life. He wanted to become a priest. 

Patrick knew that the people of Ireland did not know about God (they were pagans) 

and he wanted to return to Ireland to teach them.  
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Patrick went back to Ireland and the people were amazed that he could speak their 

language.  

Patrick used the shamrock to explain about the Blessed Trinity-God the Father, God 

the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Each of the three leaves on the shamrock 

represented each one.  
 
 

2. Saint Christopher  

 

Saint day - 25th July 

He may have also been named Reprobus.St. Christopher was extremely tall, 

and by some accounts he was even a giant!Christopher decided one day that 

he wanted to serve the greatest king he could. He presented himself before 

his local ruler and entered service, until he noticed the king cross himself at 

the mention of the devil, revealing that the king believed the Devil to have 

more power. 

St. Christopher then decided to serve the Devil. During his search, he encountered a 

band of thieves, whose leader referred to himself as the Devil. But when this leader 

avoided a Christian cross out of fear, St. Christopher learned there was someone even 

more powerful than the Devil. 

St. Christopher found a hermit who taught him all about Christ, the King of Kings. The 

hermit suggested that he spend his life in prayer and fasting, a thing which St. 

Christopher, a large and probably often hungry man found difficult, he objected. The 

hermit suggested he then find something else that would please Christ. St. 

Christopher offered to work at a nearby river, and help travelers across. The fording 

was dangerous and many with less strength people had drowned. The hermit advised St. 

Christopher this would please Christ. 

One day, a child approached St. Christopher by the river and asked to be helped 

across. St. Christopher obliged. However, as he entered midstream, the river rose and 

the child's weight grew and became extremely heavy. It was only by great exertion 

that St. Christopher safely delivered the child to the other side. 

 
 

 
I look forward to finding out which saint you choose! 
 
Happy reading!!! 
 

 
 
Mrs Meakin 
 
 

 
 



 
  

 
 
 

 


