
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Academy 

Curriculum Overview Year 4 

Religious Education 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 Creation & the Story of 

Abraham to Joseph 

 

Jesus Teaches us Hoe to 

Pray 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

 

Advent 

 

Christmas 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Living in the Wider World 

 

Jesus: Light of the 

World and Beloved Son 

 

Old Testament: 

Moses – King David 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

 

Lent: Living as Followers 

of Jesus Today 

 

Holy week 

Easter 

 

Pentecost 

 

Sharing in the Life of 

Christ: The Church as a 

Community 

 

Special Roles and 

Responsibilities 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

Living in the Wider World 

Objectives  Know the stories of 

creation. 

 

Abraham and Isaac, 

Jacob and Joseph from 

the Old Testament. 

 

Understand from the 

story of creation that 

human beings are made  

in God’s image and 

likeness and that this 

needs to be valued and 

respected in other 

people. 

 

Identify how God called 

Know that Jesus was 

descended from the 

House of David. 

 

Know some stories about 

some of Jesus’ ancestors 

and will be able to 

recognise how important 

their relationship with 

God was to them. 

 

Be able to place some of 

the characters into an 

historical sequence and 

will identify some 

important symbols for 

these different people 

Know the stories of the 

Baptism, Presentation 

and Transfiguration of 

Jesus. 

 

Understand that at 

these events Christ is 

revealed as the Light of 

the world and the 

Beloved Son of God. 

 

Know that through 

Baptism, Christians 

become the children of 

God and will identify 

symbols from the 

Baptismal liturgy that 

Have a good knowledge 

of the story of holy week 

and will be able to 

explain some reasons for 

the death of Jesus. 

Know that the four 

Gospels contain accounts 

of the Resurrection of 

Christ. 

 

Be able to understand 

the transforming effect 

this had upon the 

disciples. 

 

Children will know that 

the Ascension reminds 

Christians of the promise 

of Christ to remain 

always with them. 

 

Know the story of 

Know that the Catholic 

Church is spread 

throughout the world. 

 

Understand that the 

Eucharist celebrates the 

unity of God’s People 

throughout the world. 

 

Be able to explain some 

beliefs of the Universal 

Church and religious 

customs from different 

parts of the world. 

 

Know that different 

people have different 



 

 

 

 

 

 

and protected both 

Abraham and Isaac. 

 

Know that Jesus prayed 

to the Father. 

 

Be able to identify some 

of the prayers Jesus 

learnt growing up in the 

Jewish faith. 

 

Can explain why it is 

important to call and to 

pray to God the Father. 

 

Know some of the 

traditional prayers of 

the Church including the 

prayer of the Rosary. 

as featured on the Jesse 

Tree. 

 

Know about the 

announcements made by 

angels in the stories 

associated with the birth 

of John the Baptist and 

the birth of Jesus. 

 

Understand that angels 

are heralds of important 

messages and will be able 

to consider ways in which 

Christians today are 

heralds of the message 

of Christ. 

 

Know and be able to 

explain some of the 

Church’s customs for 

celebrating the birth of 

Christ. 

express this belief. 

 

Know and be able to 

recall in words, actions 

and writing the stories 

studied in this unit. 

 

Understand that God 

chose and called Moses 

and David special tasks. 

 

Recognise that God 

protected his people and 

that in the Psalms of 

David we find images of 

God caring for and 

protecting his people. 

 

Understand that through 

the anointing with the 

Oil of Chrism in the 

Sacraments, Christians 

celebrate and respond to 

God’s call in their lives 

today. 

Pentecost from the Acts 

of the Apostles. 

 

Understand that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit 

transformed the lives of 

the Apostles and enabled 

them to proclaim the 

Good News. 

 

Be able to identify the 

presence of the Holy 

Spirit in some of the 

Sacraments of the 

Church. 

responsibilities in the 

life of the Church. 

 

Understand the special 

role played by priests 

and religious, but will be 

equally aware that every 

member of the church 

has a special role and 

responsibility as they try 

to follow Christ. 

 

 

Science 



Working scientifically to be planned for throughout the year.  Create an observation station to cover objectives linked to “Seasonal Changes” and provide opportunities for 

consolidation of objectives covered in focus areas. 

1) asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them  

2) setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  

3) making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers  

4) gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions  

5) recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables  

6) reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions  

7) using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions  

8) identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes  

1) using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 States of Matter Animals, including 

humans 

(Teeth and Eating) 
Living Things and their 

Habitats 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-being 

Sound Electricity Whole School topic 

Linked to the work of a 

famous scientist. 

Objectives  compare and group materials together, 

according to whether they are solids, liquids or 

gases  

 

 observe that some materials change state 

when they are heated or cooled, and measure 

or research the temperature at which this 

happens in degrees Celsius (°C)  

 

describe the simple 

functions of the basic 

parts of the digestive 

system in humans  

 

 identify the 

different types of 

teeth in humans and 

their simple functions 

identify how sounds 

are made, associating 

some of them with 

something vibrating  

 

 recognise that 

vibrations from 

sounds travel through 

a medium to the ear  

identify common 

appliances that run on 

electricity 

 

 construct a simple 

series electrical circuit, 

identifying and naming its 

basic parts, including 

cells, wires, bulbs, 

 



 

. 

 

 

 identify the part played by evaporation and 

condensation in the water cycle and associate 

the rate of evaporation with temperature. 

 construct and 

interpret a variety of 

food chains, 

identifying producers, 

predators and prey. 

 

recognise that living 

things can be grouped 

in a variety of ways  

 

 explore and use 

classification keys to 

help group, identify 

and name a variety of 

living things in their 

local and wider 

environment  

 

 recognise that 

environments can 

change and that this 

can sometimes pose 

dangers to living 

things. 

 find patterns 

between the pitch of 

a sound and features 

of the object that 

produced it  

 

 find patterns 

between the volume of 

a sound and the 

strength of the 

vibrations that 

produced it  

 

 recognise that 

sounds get fainter as 

the distance from the 

sound source 

increases. 

switches and buzzers  

 

 identify whether or not 

a lamp will light in a simple 

series circuit, based on 

whether or not the lamp 

is part of a complete loop 

with a battery  

 

 recognise that a switch 

opens and closes a circuit 

and associate this with 

whether or not a lamp 

lights in a simple series 

circuit  

 

 recognise some common 

conductors and insulators, 

and associate metals with 

being good conductors. 

History 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain Whole Key Stage Local 

Study Project 

(The Pottery Industry 

and Coal – Mining.) 

 Ancient Egypt  

Objectives  This could include:  

 Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 

55-54 BC; the Roman Empire by AD 42 

and the power of its army;  

 successful invasion by Claudius and 

conquest, including Hadrian’s Wall;  

 British resistance, for example, 

Boudica;  

 ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as 

Caerwent and the impact of technology, 

culture and beliefs, including early 

Christianity.  
 

A study over time 

tracing how several 

aspects of national 

history are reflected in 

the locality (this can go 

beyond 1066)  

 

A study of an aspect of 

history or a site dating 

from a period beyond 

1066 that is significant 

in the locality.  

 

 
The achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and 

when the first 

civilizations appeared 

and a depth study of one 

of the following: Ancient 

Sumer; The Indus Valley; 

Ancient Egypt; The 

Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China.   

 

 

Geography 
Location Knowledge: Use display in hall to encourage children to locate places within the U.K. and the Wider World  (First News) 

Create Weather Station  in Key Stage 2 playground. 



Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:  

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied.  

Learn the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references. 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 Geographical Skills and 

Fieldwork:  

Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer 

mapping (Google Earth) 

to locate countries and 

describe features 

studied.  

Learn the eight points of 

a compass, four-figure 

grid references. 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure and 

record the human and 

physical features in the 

local area using a range 

of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

 Location Knowledge 

Locate and name the 

main counties and cities 

in/around Staffordshire. 

 

Human and Physical 

Geography 

Types of settlements in 

modern Britain: villages, 

towns, cities. 

 

 

 
Human and Physical 

Geography 

Describe and understand 

key aspects of: 

Physical geography, 

including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation 

belts (link to work on 

Rainforest) 

 

Location Knowledge 

On a world map, locate 

areas of similar 

environmental regions, 

either desert, rainforest 

or temperate regions. 

 

 

 

Objectives  Locational knowledge  

locate the world’s 

countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe 

(including the location 

of Russia) and North 

 Locational knowledge  

Name and locate 

counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 

 Human and physical 

geography  

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of:  

 

 



and South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, 

key physical and 

human characteristics, 

countries, and major 

cities; 

  

Name and locate 

counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 

mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time; 

 

Geographical skills 

and fieldwork  

use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

human and physical 

characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 

mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time; 

 

Human and physical 

geography  

describe and 

understand key 

aspects of:  

 

Physical geography, 

including: climate 

zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the 

water cycle; 

  

Human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land 

Physical geography, 

including: climate 

zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the 

water cycle; 

  

Human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land 

use, economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, food, 

minerals and water  

 

Locational Knowledge: 

Identify the position 

and significance of 

latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 



 

 

 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied; 

  

Use the eight points 

of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid 

references, symbols 

and key (including the 

use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world; 

  
 

use, economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, food, 

minerals and water  

 

Locational knowledge 

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 

record and present 

the human and  

physical features in 

the local area using a 

range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs and 

digital technologies. 

physical features in 

the local area using a 

range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs and 

digital technologies. 

 

 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night)  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Computing 

The following objective will be taught through all topics: 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content 

and contact. 

 
P.S.H.E.: Health & Well- Being (There will be a particular focus on cyber-bullying, accessing safe sites, use of social networks and ensuring children are able to employ appropriate strategies to  

                                      keep themselves safe.) 

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 Programming 

(We are software 

developers) 

Computational Thinking 

 (We are toy designers) 

Creativity 

(We are Musicians) 

Computer Networks 

(We are HTML Editors) 

Communication/ 

Collaboration 

(We are co-authors) 

Productivity 

(We are meteorologists) 

Objectives  Design, write and 

debug programs that 

accomplish specific 

goals, including 

controlling or 

simulating physical 

systems; solve 

problems by 

decomposing them into 

smaller parts; 

  

Understand what 

algorithms are; how 

they are implemented 

as programs on digital 

devices; and that 

programs execute by 

following precise and 

unambiguous  

instructions ; 

 

Create and debug 

Select, use and 

combine a variety of 

software (including 

internet services) on a 

range of digital 

devices to design and 

create a range of 

programs, systems and 

content that 

accomplish given goals, 

including collecting, 

Understand computer 

networks including the 

internet; how they can 

provide multiple 

services, such as the 

world wide web; and 

the opportunities they 

offer for 

communication and 

collaboration  

 

Understand computer 

networks including the 

internet; how they can 

provide multiple 

services, such as the 

world wide web; and 

the opportunities they 

offer for 

communication and 

collaboration  

 

Use search 

technologies 

effectively, 

appreciate how results 

are selected and 

ranked, and be 

discerning in 

evaluating digital 

content  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use sequence, 

selection, and 

repetition in programs; 

work with variables 

and various forms of 

input and output; 

  

Use logical reasoning 

to explain how some 

simple algorithms work 

and to detect and 

correct errors in 

algorithms and 

programs  

 

simple programs;  

 

Use logical reasoning 

to predict the 

behaviour of simple 

programs  

 

analysing, evaluating 

and presenting data 

and information  

 

Art and Design 
Throughout the year children will have the opportunity to produce a painting, a sculpture/3D model/ drawing (pencil/charcoal)/Printing/explore the work of an artist(s) 



 

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 Roman Mosaics  Local artist/Canal 

Boats Designs 

 Ancient Egyptians 

Canopic Jars 

 

Objectives  
To create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas  

To improve their  

mastery of art and 

design techniques, 

including drawing, 

sculpture with a range 

of materials [for 

example, pencil, 

charcoal, paint, clay]  

About great artists, 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 

 
To create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas  

To improve their  

mastery of art and 

design techniques, 

including drawing, 

painting with a range 

of materials [for 

example, pencil, 

charcoal, paint]  

About great artists, 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 

 
To create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas  

To improve their  

mastery of art and 

design techniques - 

sculpture with a range 

of materials [clay]  

About great artists, 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 

 

Design and Technology 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4       

Objectives        



Physical Education 
Pupils should continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how to use them in different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences of movement. They 

should enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with each other. They should develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and learn 

how to evaluate and recognise their own success. 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4 Gymnastics 

Orienteering 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Games 

Multi-sports 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Dance 

Net/wall games 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Fitness  

Swimming 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Handball 

Swimming 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Athletics 

Swimming 

 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well-Being 

Relationships 

 

Objectives  
Develop flexibility, 

strength, technique, 

control and balance 

[for example, through 

athletics and 

gymnastics].  

Take part in outdoor 

and adventurous 

activity challenges 

both individually and 

within a team.  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending.  

Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination. 

Compare their 

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending.  

Perform dances using 

a range of movement 

patterns.  

Compare their 

performances with 

Develop flexibility, 

strength, technique, 

control and balance 

[for example, through 

athletics and 

gymnastics].  

Swim competently, 

confidently and 

proficiently over a 

distance of at least 25 

metres.  

Use a range of strokes 

effectively [for 

example, front crawl, 

backstroke and 

breaststroke].  

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending. 

Swim competently, 

confidently and 

proficiently over a 

distance of at least 25 

metres.  

Use a range of strokes 

Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination  

Develop flexibility, 

strength, technique, 

control and balance 

[for example, through 

athletics and 

gymnastics]. 

Swim competently, 

confidently and 

proficiently over a 

distance of at least 25 

metres. 

Use a range of strokes 



 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

 

Perform safe self-

rescue in different 

water-based 

situations.  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

effectively [for 

example, front crawl, 

backstroke and 

breaststroke]  

 

Perform safe self-

rescue in different 

water-based 

situations.  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

effectively [for 

example, front crawl, 

backstroke and 

breaststroke]  

 

Perform safe self-

rescue in different 

water-based 

situations.  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

 

Music 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 

manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 4       

Objectives  Pupils should be taught to:  



 

 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and  

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music.  

 


