
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Academy 

Curriculum Overview Year 3 

Religious Education 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Belonging – We gather as 

God’s Family 

 

Reconciliation 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

 

Advent 

 

Christmas 

We listen to God’s Word 

at Mass 

 

Lent 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

 

Prayer 

 

Holy Week 
P.S.H.E.:  

Relationships 

 

Easter 

 

The Eucharist is a 

Thanksgiving to God 

Pentecost 
P.S.H.E.:  

Living in the Wider World 

Objectives  Belonging: 

Know that Baptism is the 

Sacrament of Belonging 

to God;s Family, the 

Church; 

 

Identify some signs and 

symbols of Baptism and 

express their meaning; 

 

Be able to sequence the 

Rite of Baptism ; 

 

Be able to discuss the 

elements of the 

Celebration of Mass  

about gathering as the 

Family of God. 

 

 

Advent: 

Know the stories of the 

Annunciation and 

Visitation; 

 

Understand that both 

Mary and Elizabeth 

recognised and welcomed 

the presence of Christ; 

 

Be able to think about 

how Christians use the 

Season of Advent as a 

time of preparation to 

welcome and recognise 

the presence of Christ 

 

 

 

 

We listen to God’s 

Word at Mass: 

Know and understand the 

importance of listening; 

 

Know the structure of 

the Liturgy of the Word 

at Mass and will be able 

to discuss and write 

about why it is important 

that Christians listen to 

the Word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer: 

Know that Jesus valued 

his relationship with God 

his Father in prayer; 

 

Understand that people 

can pray in different 

ways and will be able to 

talk about different 

styles of prayer and 

some symbols used to 

help people to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter: 

Know the stories of the 

Road to Emmaus and 

Breakfast at the Shore; 

 

Understand that through 

these events the 

Apostles of Jesus 

became aware of his 

presence amongst them; 

 

Know that the Church 

celebrates the presence 

of the Risen Christ at 

the Eucharist; 

 

Be able to identify 

moments in the Mass 

when this is celebrated. 

 

Pentecost: 

Know the story of 

Pentecost and recognise 

the change the Holy 

Spirit brought to the 

lives of the Apostles; 

 

Understand that in the 

celebration of the 

Sacraments the Church 

celebrates the presence 

of the Holy Spirit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation: 

Know that human beings 

often have freedom to 

make choices; 

Understand the 

difference between a 

good and a bad choice 

and the consequences 

these bring; 

 

Know some teaching of 

Jesus about the 

forgiveness of sin when 

wrong choices have been 

made; 

 

Understand that the 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation is the 

Church’s celebration of 

God’s forgiveness of sin. 

Christmas: 

Know the story of the 

shepherds and how they 

reacted to the news of 

Chrits’s birth; 

 

Be able to empathise 

with the feelings and 

reactions of the 

shepherds at this event; 

 

Know that the Crib is an 

important symbol of 

prayer and devotion. 

Lent: 

Know and understand 

that the Season of Lent 

is a time when Christians 

try to change to be more 

like Christ; 

 

Know some stories about 

Christ bringing change to 

the lives of people who 

were sick and in need. 

Holy Week: 

Know that Holy Week 

celebrates the last week 

of the life of Jesus here 

on earth; 

 

Understand that the 

events of Palm Sunday 

and the Last Supper tell 

us about who Jesus is; 

 

Be able to make some 

links between the 

Passover, the Last 

Supper and the 

celebration of Mass. 

Eucharist: 

Be able to sequence the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

and discuss the 

different words and 

actions associated with 

this part of the Mass; 

 

Understand that this is a 

celebration of 

thanksgiving for the 

death and resurrection 

of Christ who is present 

in the form of bread and 

wine. 



Science 
Working scientifically to be planned for throughout the year.  Create an observation station to cover objectives linked to “Seasonal Changes” and provide opportunities for 

consolidation of objectives covered in focus areas. 

1) asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them  

2) setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  

3) making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers  

4) gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions  

5) recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables  

6) reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions  

7) using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions  

8) identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes  

1) using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Animals, including 

animals 

(Food & Our Bodies) 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

 

Rocks 

(Earth & Rocks) 

Light 

(Mirror, Mirror) 

 

Forces and Magnets 

(Opposites Attract) 

Plants Whole School topic 

Linked to the work of a 

famous scientist. 

Objectives  Identify that animals, 

including humans, need 

the right types and 

amount of nutrition, 

and that they cannot 

make their own food; 

they get nutrition 

from what they eat. 

  

Compare and group 

together different 

kinds of rocks on the 

basis of their 

appearance and simple 

physical properties. 

 

Describe in simple 

terms how fossils are 

Recognise that they 

need light in order to 

see things and that 

dark is the absence of 

light . 

 

Notice that light is 

reflected from 

surfaces.  

Compare how things 

move on different 

surfaces. 

  

Notice that some 

forces need contact 

between two objects, 

but magnetic forces 

can act at a distance. 

Identify and describe the 

functions of different 

parts of flowering plants: 

roots, stem/trunk, leaves 

and flowers. 

  

Explore the requirements 

of plants for life and 

growth (air, light, water, 

 



 

.  

 

 

 

Identify that humans 

and some other 

animals have skeletons 

and muscles for 

support, protection 

and movement. 

formed when things 

that have lived are 

trapped within rock. 

 

Recognise that soils 

are made from rocks 

and organic matter.  

Recognise that light 

from the sun can be 

dangerous and that 

there are ways to 

protect their eyes. 

  

Recognise that 

shadows are formed 

when the light from a 

light source is blocked 

by a solid object. 

  

Find patterns in the 

way that the size of 

shadows change. 

 

  

Observe how magnets 

attract or repel each 

other and attract 

some materials and 

not others. 

  

Compare and group 

together a variety of 

everyday materials on 

the basis of whether 

they are attracted to 

a magnet, and identify 

some magnetic 

materials. 

  

Describe magnets as 

having two poles. 

 

Predict whether two 

magnets will attract 

or repel each other, 

depending on which 

poles are facing. 

nutrients from soil, and 

room to grow) and how 

they vary from plant to 

plant. 

  

Investigate the way in 

which water is 

transported within plants. 

  

Explore the part that 

flowers play in the life 

cycle of flowering plants, 

including pollination, seed 

formation and seed 

dispersal. 



 

 

History 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3  Stone-Age Whole Key Stage Local 

Study Project 

(The Potteries –  

The Pottery Industry 

and Coal – Mining.) 

 Bronze Age / Iron-Age  

Objectives   Changes in Britain 

from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age. This 

could include:  

 

Late Neolithic hunter-

gatherers and early 

farmers, for example, 

Skara Brae  
 

A study over time 

tracing how several 

aspects of national 

history are reflected in 

the locality (this can go 

beyond 1066); 

 

A study of an aspect of 

history or a site dating 

from a period beyond 

1066 that is significant 

in the locality.  

 

 Changes in Britain 

from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age. This 

could include:  

late Neolithic hunter-

gatherers and early 

farmers, for example, 

Skara Brae; 

  

Bronze Age religion, 

technology and travel, 

for example, 

Stonehenge; 

  

Iron Age hill forts: 

tribal kingdoms, 

farming, art and 

culture. 
 

 

Geography 



Location Knowledge: Use display in hall to encourage children to locate places within the U.K. and the Wider World  (First News) 

Create Weather Station  in Key Stage 2 playground. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork:  

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate countries and describe features studied.  

Learn the eight points of a compass, 2 figure grid reference (maths co-ordinates), some basic symbols and key (including the use of a simplified Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 Autumn i 
P.S.H.E.:  

Living in the Wider World 

Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Location Knowledge 

Locate and name the 

continents on a World 

Map.  

 

Locate the main 

countries of Europe inc. 

Russia. 

Identify capital cities of 

Europe. 

 

Locate and name the 

countries making up the 

British Isles, with their 

capital cities. 

 

Identify longest rivers in 

the world, largest 

deserts, highest 

mountains. 

Compare with UK. 

 

Identify the position and 

 Place Knowledge 

Compare a region of the UK with a region in Europe, 

eg. local hilly area with a flat one or under sea level. 

Link with Science, rocks. 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of: 

Physical geography including Rivers, brief 

introduction to Volcanoes linking to Science:rock 

types. 

 

Link with science topic.  

 



significance of Equator, 

N. and S. Hemisphere, 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn 

Objectives  Locational knowledge  

locate the world’s 

countries, using maps 

to focus on Europe 

(including the location 

of Russia) and North 

and South America, 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, 

key physical and 

human characteristics, 

countries, and major 

cities; 

  

Name and locate 

counties and cities of 

the United Kingdom, 

geographical regions 

and their identifying 

human and physical 

characteristics, key 

topographical features 

(including hills, 

mountains, coasts and 

rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 

 Place knowledge  

understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 

region within North or South Americ.a  
 

Human and physical geography  

describe and understand key aspects of:  

 

Physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle; 

  

Human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of 

natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water  
 

Geographical skills and 

fieldwork  

use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied; 

  

Use the eight points 

of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid 

references, symbols 

and key (including the 

use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and 

the wider world; 

  

Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 

record and present 

the human and  

physical features in 

the local area using a 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time; 

 

Identify the position 

and significance of 

latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time 

zones (including day 

and night)  
 

range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs and 

digital technologies. 

physical features in 

the local area using a 

range of methods, 

including sketch maps, 

plans and graphs and 

digital technologies. 

 

Computing 



The following objective will be taught through all topics: 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content 

and contact. 
P.S.H.E.: Health & Well- Being (There will be a particular focus on cyber-bullying, accessing safe sites, use of social networks and ensuring children are able to employ appropriate strategies to  

                                      keep themselves safe.) 

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Programming 

(We are programmers) 

Computational Thinking 

 (We are bug fixers) 

Creativity 

(We are Presenters) 

Computer Networks 

(We are Network 

Engineers) 

Communication/ 

Collaboration 

(We are communicators) 

Productivity 

(We are opinion 

pollsters) 

Objectives  Design, write and 

debug programs that 

accomplish specific 

goals, including 

controlling or 

simulating physical 

systems; solve 

problems by 

decomposing them into 

smaller parts; 

  

Use sequence, 

selection, and 

repetition in programs; 

work with variables 

and various forms of 

input and output; 

  

Use logical reasoning 

to explain how some 

Understand what 

algorithms are; how 

they are implemented 

as programs on digital 

devices; and that 

programs execute by 

following precise and 

unambiguous  

instructions ; 

 

Create and debug 

simple programs;  

 

Use logical reasoning 

to predict the 

behaviour of simple 

programs  

 

Select, use and 

combine a variety of 

software (including 

internet services) on a 

range of digital 

devices to design and 

create a range of 

programs, systems and 

content that 

accomplish given goals, 

including collecting, 

analysing, evaluating 

and presenting data 

and information  

 

Understand computer 

networks including the 

internet; how they can 

provide multiple 

services, such as the 

world wide web; and 

the opportunities they 

offer for 

communication and 

collaboration  

 

Understand computer 

networks including the 

internet; how they can 

provide multiple 

services, such as the 

world wide web; and 

the opportunities they 

offer for 

communication and 

collaboration  

 

Use search 

technologies 

effectively, 

appreciate how results 

are selected and 

ranked, and be 

discerning in 

evaluating digital 

content  

 



 

 

 

 

simple algorithms work 

and to detect and 

correct errors in 

algorithms and 

programs  

 

Art and Design 
Throughout the year children will have the opportunity to produce a painting, a sculpture/3D model/ drawing (pencil/charcoal)/Printing/explore the work of an artist(s) 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Portraits  Pottery  Printing  

Objectives  To create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas 

 

To improve their 

mastery of art and 

design techniques - 

drawing, with a range 

of materials [for 

example, pencil, 

charcoal] 

about great artists, 

 
to create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas  

to improve their 

mastery of art and 

design techniques - 

sculpture with a range 

of materials [clay]  

about great artists, 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 
to create sketch 

books to record their 

observations and use 

them to review and 

revisit ideas  

to improve their 

mastery of art and 

design techniques, - - 

printing  

about great artists, 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

architects and 

designers in history.  

 

  

Design and Technology 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3       

Objectives        



Physical Education 
Pupils should continue to apply and develop a broader range of skills, learning how to use them in different ways and to link them to make actions and sequences of movement. They 

should enjoy communicating, collaborating and competing with each other. They should develop an understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and learn 

how to evaluate and recognise their own success. 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3 Games 

Net/Wall 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

 

Gymnastics 

Dance 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

 

Dance 

Games 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

 

Gymnastics 

Fitness 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

 

Handball Sports’ 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

 

Athletics 

Sports 
P.S.H.E.:  

Health & Well- Being 

Relationships 

Objectives  
Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination.  

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending.  

Compare their 

performances with 

Develop flexibility, 

strength, technique, 

control and balance 

[for example, through 

athletics and 

gymnastics].  

Perform dances using 

a range of movement 

patterns.  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

Perform dances using 

a range of movement 

patterns. 

Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination.  

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

Develop flexibility, 

strength, technique, 

control and balance 

[for example, through 

athletics and 

gymnastics].  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination.  

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending.  

Compare their 

performances with 

Use running, jumping, 

throwing and catching 

in isolation and in 

combination. 

Play competitive 

games, modified where 

appropriate [for 

example, badminton, 

basketball, cricket, 

football, hockey, 

netball, rounders and 

tennis], and apply 

basic principles 

suitable for attacking 

and defending.  

Compare their 

performances with 



 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

 

 

 

 

suitable for attacking 

and defending  

Compare their 

performances with 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

previous ones and 

demonstrate 

improvement to 

achieve their personal 

best.  

 

Music 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 

manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

 

 Autumn i Autumn ii Spring i Spring ii Summer i Summer ii 

Year 3       

Objectives  Pupils should be taught to:  

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression  

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and  

musicians  

 develop an understanding of the history of music.  



 

 

 

 


